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DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS: 





The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (Devetor- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or writing 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects. Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations con- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
etc., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, etc. 

One of the aims of the Department of Overseas Trade is 
to bring its Overseas Services into close personal touch with 
business men, and British firms when sending representa- 
tives abroad are recommended to instruct them to call on 
His Majesty’s Consular Officers in the countries they visit, 
and on the Commercial Diplomatic Officer in the capital of 
each country and, in the case of the Dominions, on His 
Maiesty’s Trade Commissioners. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Over 60,000 samples of goods of Foreign manufacture 
which weie sold in British markets abroad and in certain 





foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms of 
the Department at 3, Guildhall Courtyard, E.C., and are 
now available for the inspection of British manufacturers. 

The BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1920, opened on 
Monday, 23rd February, at the Crystal Palace, Birmingham 
and Glasgow, and closed on Friday, 5th March. The Office 
dealing with Fair matters is at 35, Old Queen Street, 
S.W. 1, to which address all enquiries should be made. 

In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor- 
tunity of familiarising themselves with Foreign methods of 
advertising (including German and Austrian), the Board of 
Trade have collected over 18,000 Foreign Trade Catalogues, 
and these may be inspected by British manufacturers at the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelli- 
gence), 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

All communications intended for the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comntroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 35. 
Old Queen Street, London S.W. 1. 











OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special Register affords early information to manu- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad hefore 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private ard confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s ‘Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Represent»tives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 

The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’). 
It is not open to non-British traders. 

Information is supplied sulely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 

Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register should communicate with The 
Comptroller General, Department of Overseas Trade 
Developew. and Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, 

ndon. S.W. 1. 
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FORM K. 


144.M. Consular O/ffcers have received instructions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intcliigence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can ke 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information, which includes the commercial 





and financial status of the firms concerned, their local and 
Kuropean references, goods particularly required, terms of 
trading and language in which correspondence should be 
carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K. 

In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘‘Form K’’ system of information, a wide circulation is 
ESSENTIAL. 

A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and British 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :— 

1. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distrzbute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 

The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
various component trades classified as shown in ‘‘Fform K,” 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 


The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (39, 
St. James’s Street, London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affiliated to the latter. 
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The Board of Trade. 
COAL. 


THE WEEKLY OUTPUT. 

Provisional figures of the weekly tonnage output of 
coal during the four weeks ended 19th June are given 
below. 

The output for the week ended 19th June was 
4,868,846 tons, against 4,739,769 tons in the previous 
week, and 4,718,183 tons in the corresponding short 
week in Northumberland and Durham. 

29th May. 5th June. 12th June. 19th June 

















Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Northumberland 173,514 250,677 236,858 242,725 
Durham 486,331 678,030 652,662 664,812 
Yorkshire ee ue 493,439 714,739 805,871 788,399 
Lancashire, Cheshire 
and North Wales 348,806 449,842 464,440 469,533 
Derby, Nottingham, 
and Leicester ca 346,729 574,211 575,000 609,570 
Staffordshire, | Shrop- 
shire, Warwick and 
Worcester re 234,247 372,195 374,076 365,646 
South Wales and 
Monmouthshire 412,512 946,099 933,658 973,227 
Other English  Dis- 
tricts .. ch pa 64,147 103,685 104,785 106,217 
Scotland 640,222 628,705 592,419 648,712 
Total “ .. 93,199,947 4,718,183 4,739,769 4,868,846 














TWELVE MONTHS’ SUMMARY. 
The total production weekly of coal since 28th June, 
1919, is given below :— 


1919.- 1920. 
Tons. Tons. 
June 28th ...... 4,806,933 January 3rd_ ... 3,494,712 
July Sth ......... 4,728,588 January 10th ... 4,540,723 
July 12th ...... 4,796,148 January 17th ... 4,902,906 
July 19th ...... 3,893,652 January 24th ... 4,851,521 
July 26th ....... 2,557,954 January 31st ... 4,866,066 
August 2nd_... 3,614,776 February 7th 4,846,167 
August 9th... 2,642,895 February 14th 4,897,311 
August 16th ... 3,726,499 February 21st 4,855,845 
August 23rd 3,989,762 February 28th 4,835,928 


August 30th ... 4,354,983 March 6th ...... 4,852,427 


September 6th 4,509,863 March 13th... 4,900,640 
September 13th 4,489,816 March 20th . 4,872,642 
September 20th 4,450,308 March 27th . 4,879,192 
September 27th 4,481,434 April 3rd ...... 3,979,747 
October 4th ... 2,871,610 April 10th ...... 3,337,793 
October 11th ... 4,076,862 April 17th ...... 4,833,072 
October 18th ... 4,727,465 April 24th . 4,989,666 
October 25th ... 4,761,037 May Ist ......... 4,564,564 
November Ist 4,674,532 May 8th ......... 4,674,302 
November 8th 4,804,456 May15th ...... 4,860,668 
November 15th 4,679,402 May 22nd ...... 4,830,707 
November 22nd 4,767,578 May 29th ...... 3,199,947 
November 29th 4,762,729 June 5th ...... 4,718,183 
December 6th 4,808,524 June 12th ...... 4,739,769 
December 13th 4,886,156 Junel19th ...... 4,868,846 


December 20th 4,910,106 
December 27th 3,352,603 


PROFITEERING ACT DEPARTMENT. 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 


The thirteenth meeting of the Timber Sectional Com- 
mittee of the Building Materials Sub-Committee (Prices 
and Trusts) was held on 21st June, when the draft 
Report was finally agreed. 

The thirty-third meeting of the Standing Committee 
on Trusts was held on 22nd June. Mr. M. V. Leveaux 
reported to the Committee with regard to the proceed- 
ings of the deputation received by the President of the 
Board of Trade on 16th June. 

The eleventh meeting of the Light Castings Sectional 
Committee of the Building Materials Sub-Committee 
(Prices and Trusts) was held on the same date and 
further evidence was taken. 











THE BOARD OF TRADE —continued. 





The fifteenth meeting of the Furniture Sub-Com. § 
mittee of the Prices Committee was held on 24th June. & 
The draft Report. was discussed and it was also decided F 
to form a Sectional Committee to investigate costs and 
profits in respect of Linoleum. 4 

The thirty-second meeting of the Investigation of 7 
Prices Standing Committee was held on the same date. © 
The Committee received the Report on Matches from 
the Sub-Committee which had been formed to investi- 
gate this subject. It was decided to set up a Sub-Com- 
mittee with the following terms of reference: ‘‘ To 
investigate the charges made for the hire and repair of 
fas apparatus.’’ 





WATER POWER RESOURCES. 


SECOND INTERIM REPORT. 


The Second Interim Report of the Water Power 
Resources Committee, of which Sir John Snell is the 
Chairman, has been issued as a White Paper (Cmd. 
776). The original terms of reference, which were con- 
fined to water power, were enlarged in October last year, 
and the Committee were directed ‘‘ To consider what 7 
steps should be taken to ensure that the Water © 
Resources of the country are properly conserved and § 
fully and sytematically utilised for all purposes.’’ The 
recommendations of the Committee are summarised as 
follows :— 

(1) That there should be established by Act of Parliament 
a controlling Water Commission having jurisdiction over 
England and Wales, and upon whom should be conferred 
certain statutory powers and duties, among the principal of 
which should be :— 

(a) The compilation of proper records of the water 
resources and present and future water require- 
ments of the country; and the collection of in- 
formation on. these subjects through existing 
Departments and other agencies, as well as by 
their own hydrometric staff ; 

(b) The allocation of these water resources in the general | 
interests of the community, and powers to re- 
adjust existing allocations of water where hard- 
ship or anomalies are clearly shown to exist; 

(c) The adjustment of conflicting interests in connection 
with the use of water for a particular purpose ; 

(d) To assist the Government Departments concerned in 
the uses and control of water, the various local 
authorities and water supply undertakings, and 
to afford assistance to Parliamentary Committees 
before whom Water or Water Power Bills may be 
heard ; 

(e) To confer with a Statutory Interdepartmental Water 
Committee with the view of avoiding duplication 
of work and delay in procedure; 

(f) To group the watersheds of the country into suitable 
areas, and where desirable to arrange for the 
setting-up of Watershed Boards ; 

(z) To consider the development of rivers as a whole 
from source to mouth from the point of view of all 
water interests, and when necessary to initiate 
legislation. for securing such development ; 

(h) To bring forward proposals for improving the law 
relating to surface and underground waters and 
their utilisation ; 

(i) To appoint as necessary an Advisory Committee or 
Committees of representatives of water under- 
takings and scientific institutions, consulting 
engineers, or other specially qualified persons for 
the purpose of giving advice or reporting on any 
matters which come within the purview of the 
Commissioners. 


In regard to the matters mentioned in (a) above, the Water 
Commission should consult the appropriate Scottish and Irish 
Departments with a view to securing the compilation of such 
data on a uniform basis throughout the United Kingdom. 

(2) That an Interdepartmental Water Committee should 
be set up by Statute as indicated in paragraphs 12 to 14. 

(3) In conjunction with our recommendations as to 4 
Water Commission, we recommend that further powers 
should be conferred on the Ministry of Health and other 
Government Departments concerned with water interests to 
make Orders authorising schemes which should take effect 
without confirmation by Parliament in the absence of 


opposition. 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. 





Opposed Orders should be Provisional only and should go 
before a Joint Committee of both Houses of Parliament, and 
not before a Committee of each House. 

As an alternative method of procedure in particular cases, 
these Government Departments should be empowered to issue 
Special Orders as described in paragraph 25. 

(4) The Board of Trade or the Electricity Commissioners 
should have powers conferred upon them and a fund avail- 
able for securing the development of water power resources. 

If it be decided that the Board of Trade is the proper body 
to be entrusted with the duty of studying, supervising, and 
promoting water-power development in general, then the 
development of water powers allocated to the purposes of 
public electricity supply should come under the duties of the 
Electricity Commissioners. 

This Interim Report is intended to set forth the 
Committee’s conclusions only upon the nature of the 
control and the machinery for exercising it and for col- 
lecting information which they deem necessary in order 
to ensure that the water resources of the country are 
properly conserved and fully and systematically used. 





DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 


COMMERCIAL DIPLOMATIC APPOINTMENTS. 


In continuation of lists of appointments in the new 
Commercial Diplomatic Service given in recent issues of 
the ‘‘ Journal,’’ the following additional appointments 
are now announced :— 


COLOMBIA. 


Lieutenant Colonel G. W. Rhys-Jenkins, F.R.G.S., 
Commercial Secretary, Grade 2. 

Colonel Rhys-Jenkins, who has been engaged as an 
architect, contractor, and agent, has spent ten years in 
Central and South America. 

In his capacity as architect he was employed on various 
works of architecture in connection with Industria] Art 
Exhibitions. He has also been an exporter and importer 
to and from foreign countries. 

He published a series of special articles for encouraging 
travel for various railway companies and steamship lines, 
and also contributed articles to many of the leading 
magazines dealing with trade questions, etc. 

Ho was for 54 years on active service in the field in 
H.M. Forces, as an organiser and general staff officer ; 
was attached to the General Headquarters Staff of the 
Egyptian Expeditionary Force, and served in Syria, 
Palestine, Turkey, and Egypt. 

Colonel Rhys-Jenkins is at present working at the 
Department of Overseas Trade, where he will be pleased 
to interview British firms interested in Colombia. Ap- 
plications for such interviews should be addressed to 
the Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, S.W.1, and should bear 
the reference number E. 1312. 


MADRID. 


Mr. Stanley Gordon Irving has been appointed Com- 
mercial Secretary (Grade 3) to His Majesty’s Embassy 
at Madrid. 

Mr. Irving is a member of the Consular Service and 
was appointed Vice-Consul at Valparaiso in 1913. He 
acted as Consul-General there in 1914. 

He was attached to the Department of Overseas Trade 
this year and has made a tour of industrial centres in 
the United Kingdom. 

Mr. Irving is now working in the Department of Over- 
seas Trade, and will shortly proceed to his post at 
Madrid. 








- ——— 


TRADE WITH HUNGARY. 


Mr. Denys Cowan, who has been appointed H.M. 
Consul at) Budapest, and who will shortly be proceed- 
ing there, will be in attendance at the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Room 14), 35, Old Queen Street, 
S.W.1, until 10th July. United Kingdom firms desirous 
of an interview with Mr. Cowan should communicate 
with him at the Department. 


—— 





—— 





Special Articles. 





+4 PERU. 





CONDITION OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY. 


Peru enjoys substantial advantages in comparison 
with many countries which bulk more largely in the 
world. Her currency is firmly based; the Peruvian 
pound is in gold identical with the British sovereign, 
but its exchange value in currency stands at a con- 
siderable premium in terms of sterling. At the end 
of last year the British £ was at 20} per cent. dis- 
count in comparison with the £P., and that discount is 
now 19 per cent. Peruvian bank notes are secured by 
gold to the extent of over 90 per cent., so that the 
currency, unlike those of the European belligerents, is 
on a gold basis and the rate of exchange is principally 
determined by that of London and New York. The 
total public debt is little more than nine millions £P. 
Practically no raw materials need to be imported, since 
Peru is herself a producer for export of sugar, cotton, 
hides, copper, petroleum, vanadium and other valu- 
able materials. Industries are not greatly developed; 
the natural resources are mainly agricultural and 
mineral, the demand for which during the war brought 
much wealth and prosperity to the country. As an 
exporting country of such valuable commodities as 
sugar, cotton, copper and vanadium (Peru has the prin- 
cipal vanadium mine in the world), and with local indus- 
tries undeveloped, Peru has the desires and means to 
purchase largely of foreign manufactured goods. In 
the past she has dealt chiefly with Great Britain, the 
United States and Germany. Before the war the 
United Kingdom and United States each provided about 
30 per cent. of Peru’s imports, but the shortage of 
shipping during hostilities caused America’s trade to 
expand and ours to shrink; the blockade destroyed _ 
Germany's trade altogether. 

DEMAND FOR BRITISH Goops. 

Mr. I’. W. Manners, Commercial Secretary to H.M. 
Legation, Lima, in the course of the Report on 
the Finance, Industry, and Trade of Peru during 1919 
(Cmd. 769, Price 3d. net), states that there was during 
the year a great demand for all British manufactured 
articles. The country had been denuded of supplies 
during the war, and especially since the entry of the 
United States; this fact, combined with the undoubted 
preference for British goods, explained the great demand 
for them. Travellers in many different lines reported 
very heavy booking of orders, even when prices and 
date of delivery could not be exactly specified. But 
for the inability on the part of manufacturers to quote 
firm, an even larger amount of business could have been 
done. A large number of articles, however, could not 
be obtained from the United Kingdom, although there 
was no lack of demand for them, on account of manu- 
facturers being filled with orders for the home market 
for some time to come. This situation could be eased, 
and a valuable foundation for future trade established, 
if it were possible to arrange that British manufacturers 
should devote a certain percentage of their output to 
export, even to the temporary detriment of their home 
trade. It is clear that if export trade is neglected en 
opening is left for competitors to establish themselves 
at a very favourable moment. A considerable factor 
in favour of the United Kingdom products was the rate 
of exchange, which while being almost normal as 
between Peru and the United States was advantageous 
to the Peruvian importer from England, as the Peruvian 
pound was at a premium of about 20 per cent. over 
the pound sterling. This naturally had the effect of 
diverting orders from the United States to England. 
It should be noted that the rate of exchange was even 
more favourable to the French, Italian and German 
exporters to Peru in cases where delivery could be 
assured. 
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SPECIAL ARTICLES —continued. 





COMPETITION FROM LOCAL OR FOREIGN PRODUCTs. 

Manufacturing is in its early stages in Peru, and 
consists principally of cotton, and in a lesser degree, 
wool tissues. The production of these is on the increase, 
but it will be a matter of considerable time before the 
country will be able to supply its own needs, and in the 
meantime the importation of mill machinery provides a 
valuable opening. Competition in foreign products, 
very largely from the United States, and to a small 
and increasing extent from Japan, was very great dur- 
ing the war; in fact, from 1913 to 1917, by far the 
greater part of the import business was in American 
products. The effect of this would not, however, appear 
to be so permanent as might be expected, and given 
maintenance of standard in production and methods, 
there is no good reason whatever why Great Britain 
should not again occupy the trade position held in this 
country before the war. American goods are, generally 
speaking, lower in price than British, but the quality is 
also inferior. The market is, however, getting accus- 
tomed to American prices and quality, and unless British 
goods appear promptly and on a closely competitive 
basis a certain amount of trade may be permanently 
lost. Japan increased her imports from an average of 
£P.21,800 in the ten previous years to £P.129,495 in 
1917, and £P.273,035 in 1918; her exports from an 
average of £P.15,100 to £P.15,849 and £P.69,264 
‘respectively. This is but a small part of the total foreign 
trade of Peru, but shows a relatively large and rapid 
increase. 

BRITISH AND AMERICAN INTERESTS. 


In the course of his Report Mr. Manners points out 
that the well-known Peruvian Corporation, a british 
Company, owns over 90 per cent. of the railroads ut 
present operated in Peru. During the war a certain 
amount of rolling stock was bought from the United 
States, and the general condition of the lines operated 
by the Company were as good as at the conclusion of 
hostilities. The railway business increased during the 
war and up to the present day on account of the active 
business in the country in imports and exports. In 
October, 1919, the Corporation was authorised by the 
Government to raise its rates from 10 per cent. to 20 
per cent. in view of the increased costs of working and 
maintenance and the rises in wages, consequent upon 
strikes and labour troubles during the year, The Peru- 
vian Corporation has not increased its mileage, nor 
will probably do so at present. The Peruvian Govern- 
ment, on the other hand, is pledged to a considerable 
scheme of railway construction and extension. It is 
recognised that in the extension of railways towards 
the vast mineral deposits and wealth of the Trans- 
Andine region lies the greatest hope of the prompt pro- 
gress and prosperity of the country. A Law has been 
passed by which the profits of the Tobacco Monopoly 
shall be ear-marked for railway construction. This 
sum at present amounts to a matter of £P.400,000 per 
annum, and, judging from its increase in the past, in ten 
vears should amount to £P.600,000. Part of the sum 
available is being used for construction and part reserved 
to constitute a capital fund. In order, however, to com- 
plete construction as soon as possible, the Government 
will no doubt endeavour to raise a loan for the purpose. 

While a British company owns the greater part of 
Peru’s railways, American financial interests have been 


most active in developing the country’s mineral 
resources. The principal copper producing companies 


are American, although French, British and Peruvian 
companies are also at work. The rich vanadium mine 
of Minas Ragra is owned by the Vanadium Corporation 
of America, which is closely connected with the United 
States Steel Corporation. The chief petroleum com- 
pany is Canadian. 

METHODS oF PUSINESS AND REPRESENTATION. 


The methods, of business of Peruvian firms, says Mr. 
Manners, are generally honourable, and engagements 
are promptly met in time of prosperity; at the time of 
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the Armistice, however, an immediate fall in prices 
was generally expected and non-acceptance of goods 
became almost epidemic. Prices, however, have risen 
rather than fallen since that time, and actual losses 
have been few. The wholesaler in this country almost 
invariably concedes ninety days to the retailer, and 
therefore expects the same time from the European ex- 
porter. During the war, import business was done 
very largely upon a cash basis, many of the American 
firms stipulating for and obtaining cash against docu- 
ments. Latterly, however, the tendency was to grant 
credit, though not to the extent ruling before the war. 
This depends very largely upon the business in ques- 
tion. There are a number of strong and old-established 
British merchant houses having offices in Peru and in 
London. ‘There are a number of commission agents, 
both British and Peruvian. If enquiry is made of the 
Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at Lima he 
will be pleased to make suggestions in each case. 





FUTURE OF AMERICAN TRADE. 


THE NATIONAL FOREIGN TRADE 
CONVENTION. 








(From R. L. Nosworthy, Commercial Secretary to 
H.M. Embassy, Washington.) 
SAN FRANCISCO. 
The debates at the National Foreign Convention at 
Chicago pivoted mainly on the one outstanding problem 


facing the American nation at this moment—that of 


reconciling the two inevitably conflicting factors, the 
imperative necessity of finding an outlet for the pheno- 
menally expanded productivity of American mills with 
a recognition of the limitations on the purchasing 
power of their normal customers overseas. 

Export TRADE EssENTIAL. 

The position was illustrated forcibly in the opening 
paper read by the President of the United States Stee! 
Corporation. In 1864 the country’s total exports 
reached 376,000,000 dols., of which manufactures con- 
tributed less than 19 per cent. In 1919 the figures of 
exports were 7,921,000,000 dols., and the percentage 
of manufactures had passed 70 per cent. (including 
manufactured food products and semi-manufactured 
goods). 

Up to the outbreak of the war foreign trade had, 
generally speaking, meant little more to the American 
manufacturer than a ‘‘ fortuitous and casual ’’ dumping 
overseas of surplus stocks unsaleable at home. The 
country’s energy was concentrated practically excius- 
ively on the requirements of the home market. Even 
in 1914 American foreign trade was only 4 per cent. oi 
their total commerce. The stimulation of the war had 
created an enormous machinery for output. ‘‘ We are 
confronted in a quite unmistakeable way with the fact 
that we are able to produce more than we can sell at 
home. We face accordingly such an urgency for foreign 
trade as we have never before experienced.’’ Either 
markets must be found abroad for the surplus of the 
country’s industrial productivity, or the country must 
face a reduction of production, with the consequent 
industrial stagnation, unemployment and_ general 
distress. 

Meanwhile the world’s demand for manufactures is 
limited only by its purchasing power. The reality of this 
limitation has as yet received little recognition, and 
that only through the collapse of the European 
exchanges. The country had, in fact, become accus- 
tomed to an abnormal export condition overlooking the 
economic law which requires nations in the long run to 
balance their exports with their imports. 

Prior to the war the favourable balance of trade 
approximated 500,000,000 dols., offset by such items of 
the invisible account as the interest payments on 
American securities held abroad, charges of foreign 
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shipping, and earnings of foreign insurance companies 
in this country. Now most of these American securities 
are held at home. The country is developing a great 
merchant fleet. ‘he balance of interest account has 
turned in favour of the United States to the extent ot 
considerably over 500,000,000 dols. per annum. In 
other words the United States has become a creditor 
nation, and the economic fact must be :ealised that it is 
the debtor nation that must have the favourable balance 
of trade. y 

The situation was summed up by the Vice-President 
of the Merchants National Bank of Los Angeles, as 
follows :- - 

“Under the irresistible weight of economic laws, our 
export demand is languishing. Two things can be done 
for it. One of these is a mere stimulant and the other 
is a permanent cure. We can apply the stimulant, 
which is foreign credit. The economic law governing 
international trade will apply the cure, which is that 
foreign countries shall diminish their buying from us 
until they are able to pay us in goods or their 
equivalent. This cure will also cure some evils in our 
own country by assisting to bring about a decline of 
prices. But while this latter process is natural and per- 
manently beneficial in the long run, it is very harsh in 
sudden application and might produce great temporary 
business distress. Therefore it is eminently desirable 
to keep our languishing export business drugged into 
moderate activity by the use of credit until such time as 
foreign production can more fully develop and our own 
manufacturing and commercial practice be gradually 
modified without loss of speed.”’ 


CREDITS AND FOREIGN INVESTMENTS. 


The granting of long term credits to Europe would 
admittedly lead on this side to stimulating exports; 
on the other to increasing the volume of commodities 
in the possession of the purchasing countries, tending to 
a fall in prices, an increase in the value of their circula- 
tion and a step forward in the rehabilitation of their 
cuwrency. The extension of further Government and 
bank credits was ruled aside without any reasoned 
arguments, as being both impractical in the country’s 
interest and unsuitable for the purpose in view. ‘he 
consensus of opinion was that the burden must rest on 
the investment market through utilising machinery now 
available under the provisions of the Edge Act. How 
far the securities of the new Edge Corporations will 
appeal to the Public as investments was admitted to be 
as yet problematical. It cannot be said that the 
speeches and papers read at the Convention showed 
any great degree of optimism over the value of these 
corporations in the present over-extended condition of 
the market. 

New TRADE Pouticy ADVOCATED. 


Something could be done through the development 
in the United States of a market for foreign invest- 
ments. Great Britain and Germany in the past had 
played a large part in the increase of world production 
by supplying capital in the form of industrial equip- 
ment for countries of undeveloped natural resources. 
But the main solution of the problem must inevitably 
be found in the adoption of a policy of greater liberality 
towards imports. The subject was dealt with particu- 
larly by the Vice-President of the National City Bank 
of New York, who stated :— 

We must give attention as good merchants to the condi- 
tions which confront our would-be customers and the means 
they possess for making payments. The purchasing power 
of every country is in its own powers of production, and un- 
less it can use those powers and market the products of 
its industries, it will not be in a position to pay or buy. 
The whole scheme for which this Council is organised, the 
promotion of foreign trade, might as well be abandoned 
unless we are ready to consider the development of real 
trade, the exchange of our products for the products of 
other peoples. 

The speakers were, in fact, induced. to argue for the 
time being in favour of a drastic free trade policy. 
Imports of manufactures from the debtor countries 
must be encouraged. Conditions are not favourable 


for the time being for an expansion of exports to Europe 
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and Canada. South America and Asia offer hopeful 
fields for the development of American exports, but only 
if the present natural flow of their products, foodstuffs 
and raw materials to this country continues unimpeded. 
The view was accordingly expressed that any duties 
laid on this class of imports will come back in full 
measure on the entire American population, and be 
a handicap to the exporting industries that use them. 


DANGERS oF A COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL 
“CRISIS. 


A thoughtful analysis of the economic future of the 
country was furnished by Mr. F. L. Lipman, Vice- 
President of the Wells Fargo Nevada National Bank 
of San Francisco. The situation recalls seriously the 
periods of inflation that led to the panies of 1893 and 
1907. Similar conditions have inevitably been followed 
by forced liquidation and prices, and the casual observer 
might well recognise in the country’s position to-day 
the fateful point preceding acrisis. The speaker argued 
that the inflation of to-day was to be attributed to a 
fundamentally different cause; not, as in former cases, 
to speculative over trading, but to the financing, within 
a period of two years, of some 21,000,000,000 dols. of 
Government Bonds. He added :— 

The effect of loans made to carry Iiberty Bonds is that 
they remain outstanding long after the commodities which 
were purchased with their proceeds have been consumed, 
and therefore they must have served to inflate the country’s 
credits. 

Tt is therefore unnecessary to assume that the usual crisis 
must follow. Some change, however, must be anticipated ; 
we must inevitably expect falling prices and wages, and a 
period of business depression. If these changes come 
suddenly they will constitute a crisis involving forced 
liquidation and commercial failures, but the development 
of the Federal Reserve System should prevent such a crisis 
from degenerating into panic, and the probability is that, 
in spite of speculation here and there, the situation in the 
money market is essentially sound. 

GENERAL. 


Before this national problem all other subjects dis- 
cussed were necessarily placed in a secondary position. 
Of the 2,500 delegates present, nearly 1,000 were from 
the Pacific Coast and the group sessions showing the 
largest attendance were those dealing with trade with 
the Far East. 

The delays in the mail and cable services were severely 
criticised; the conditions being described as ‘‘ intoler- 
able.’? On the other hand the success of the Post Office 
Department in developing the International Parcel 
Post System received warm approval. 

Throughout the length of the discussions the tone was 
uniformly friendly to Great Britain. Reference was 
made repeatedly to the handicap suffered by American 
firms overseas in contact with their Pritish com- 
petitors through the relative inactivity or indifference 
of the United States Government. 

The paper on Fuel] Supply, read by the President 
of the Standard Oil Company of New Jersey, attributed 
to the zeal of His Majesty’s Governnrent in the pretec- 
tion of British interests abroad, as the first and prin- 
cipal reason for such success as had been attained in 
acquiring supplies of petroleum. His speech offered, 
in fact, a refreshing contrast to the tone of the dis- 
cussion on the subject heard at the Atlantic City Con- 
sress of the United States Chamber of Commerce. The 
success of British merchants in the Far East was attri- 
buted largely to the same influence; in this case refer- 
ence to the Hongkong Ordinances led to a demand 
for compensatory action on the part of the United States 
Government. 


FINAL RESOLUTION. 

The Final Resolution of the Convention was in the 
following terms :— 

The United States as a creditor nation should afford to 
other nations every fair and reasonable opportunity to sell 
their products to us, especially of raw materials without 
detriment to existing industries. (a) To permit of the 
liquidation of the obligations of the debtor nations. (b) To 








6 THE 


BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


JULY 1, 1920. 








SPECIAL ARTICLES —continued 





promote exchange of products in view of the impossibility 

of their making all payments in gold. (c) To provide return 

cargoes for our merchant marine; and (d) to relieve the 

demoralisation of industry and exchange in Europe. 
ENCOURAGE PRODUCERS. 

Every proper measure should be devised to encourage our 
manufacturers and producers to exercise the full employ- 
ment of all their facilities; (a) to satisfy home demand, 
and (b) to provide a surplus for foreign consumption, for 
the occupation of our merchant marine, and for the pro- 
vision of supplies- to foreign nations more than ever 
dependent on us under present conditions for articles of 
necessity and sustenance, or for materials to rehabilitate 
their depleted stocks and war-worn industries. 

As collateral influence in this programme of expansion of 
exports and imports, it is important that (a) the interest 
of producers generally should be safeguarded and maintained 
on a fair and equitable basis: (b) that production should be 
increased to the maximum in order to restore normal condi- 
tions of employment and living; (c) that our banking institu- 
tions should be afforded every reasonable opportunity and 
protection in their efforts to expand their services to foreign 
commerce, and in enlisting the interest of American investors 
in foreign securities, with united action to this end, if 
pussible, by exporters, bankers, manufacturers, and other 
producers of this country; (d) that a greater number of 
American merchandising houses should be established abroad 
to sell our goods, buy foreign goods, and create a better 
trade and financial situation. 


EXPANSION OF EXPORTS. 


Many associations have been formed under the Webb- 
Pomerene Act, resulting in expansion of American exports. 
As time goes on supplemental legislation may be necessary 
to further develop national trade. The Government should 
maintain as a principle of foreign policy that American 
enterprise abroad is entitled to the same measure of protec- 
tion from the Government of the country where domiciled 
that foreign enterprises domiciled in the United States 
receive from this Government. 


MERCHANT MARINE. 


Our merchant marine should revert as soon as practicable 
entirely to private ownership and operation as contemplated 
by the Act creating the Shipping Board. We urge that 
legislation be passed promptly providing for the sale of 
Government-owned tonnage on terms uniform to all buyers 
having regard to the current cost of building vessels of 
similar type and tonnage in American shipyards. Unsold 
ships should be chartered at current market rates for world 
tonnage, without restriction as to trade routes 

Owing to the insufficient number of passenger vessels in 
the Trans-Pacific and South American trade, measures should 
be taken to relieve the situation by promptly utilising 
available passenger vessels in their trades. 


NAVIGATION INQUIRY. 


The investigation of the American navigation system 
which the Shipping Board was directed by its organic Act 
jo effect, should be completed with the least possible delay, 
and such revision and improvement made as will enable the 
operation of the American merchant marine on a fair com- 
petitive basis. 

Shipbuilding has become a great industry, and we should 
build for the world’s markets, as well as for our own require- 
ments. American ships were once among the largest of our 
exports, and there is no reason why they should not be so 
again. We sell locomotives and freight cars and other manu- 
factured products in all the markets of the world. 

A steamship is a commodity of commerce like any other 
product of the mechanic art, and labour should be employed 
in the building of ships for export as well as in the produc- 
tion of shipbuilding materials for export. 

The Convention considers that this important adjunct to 
foreign commerce can best be carried on by private enter- 
prise. ‘The State and Federal Governments are urged to 
take steps to remove those disabilities caused bv non- 
conformity of State laws and excessive taxation which place 
American insurance companies at a disadvantage with the 
foreign insurance markets with which we must necessarily 
compete. 

The vast market which the United States offers to other 
nations on a basis of equality; the supplies of American raw 
materials exported without taxation or discrimination, and 
the large tonnage available in our ports to foreign shipping 
on equal terms with our own, entitle American export and 
import trade to equality of treatment in all foreign markets. 

To insure such equality of treatment, the American tariff. 
whatever its underlying principle. should provide for addi- 
tional duties on imports from nations discriminating, by 
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tariffs or administrative practices, against trade of the 
United States. 


TarirF REVISION. 


For the non-partisan and scientific ascertainment of the 
eftect upon our commerce of the world-wide readjustment 
of commercial treaties, revision of tariffs and erection of 
new preferences and discriminations, the appropriations for 
the maintenance of the United States Tariff Commission 
should be increased, and its investigations supported by 
Congress and the business public. 

Efficient rail and inland waterway transportation is no 
less a part of export and import trade than ocean shipping. 
Sound public policy supporting private operation of the 
railways is imperative. Continued development of inland 
waterways is necessary to the perfection of economic trade 
routes. 


CABLES AND MaAILs. 


Conditions of communication with foreign countries are 
intolerable. The delays in foreign cables and mails hamper 
commerce and greatly increase the cost and risk of doing 
business. Additional cable facilities and the extension of 
wireless telegraph service are imperative. 

The expansion of our foreign trade can be greatly facili- 
tated by the further establishment of American Chambers 
of Commerce abroad and foreign trade sections of domestic 
commercial organisations. Effective assistance already has 
been afforded by these instrumentalities in promoting 
reciprocal relations, commercial arbitration, and adherence 
by their nations to the best trade practice. 

The establishment of foreign trade zones at the principal 
American ports, where products from all countries can be 
assembled, classified, manufactured, and re-shipped, will be 
of great importance in developing full cargoes both ways, 
so essential to the success of the new American merchant 
marine. 

The activity of the Post Office Department in extending 
international parcel post facilities for the United States is 
highly commendable. It is hoped this activitv will be con- 
tinued until the service has been established with all nations 
and colonies. 


ConsvuLAR SERVICE. 


The State Department should have adequate and com- 
petent representation in all lands, and especially in those 
new nations sprung from the reorganisation following the 
war; its representatives should be properly compensated and 
housed and equipped with the means for effective service. 

Legislation should be enacted establishing both the 
Diplomatic and the Consular Service on a hasis which will 
attract competent and ambitious young men into our foreign 
service aS a permanent function. 

The Commercial Attaché and Trade Commissioner Service 
of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce should he 
materially expanded and placed upon a permanent basis 
with an adequate scale of compensation. 

There should be such reorganisation of the foreign service 
of the Government as will eliminate duplication of effort 
and enable it continuously to perform that effective work 
essential to the fullest development of our foreign trade. 





PASSENGER MOVEMENT FROM AND TO 
THE UNITED KINGDOM. 





STATISTICS FOR JANUARY-MARCH, 1920. 


The returns relating to passenger traffic between the 
United Kingdom and places outside Europe, and not 
within the Mediterranean Sea, show that the number 
of persons of British nationality who left the United 
Kingdom as passengers for such countries during the 
three months ended March, 1920, exceeded the number 
who arrived as passengers from such countries by 
34,485. In the corresponding period of 1919 an out- 
ward balance of 6,016 was recorded. 

The movement of British subjects during the first 
quarter of the year 1920 shows a balance outward of 
16,687 passengers to British North America, 6,010 
passengers to Australia and New Zealand, 5,793 
passengers to the United States, and 2,903: passengers 
to British South Africa. 

As regards the movement of aliens between this. 
country and non-European countries Quring the first 
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quarter of 1920, an inward balance of 3,044 is recorded, 
as compared with an inward balance of 1,385 in the 
corresponding quarter of 1919. In the traffic between 
the United Kingdom and the Continent of Europe there 
was an excess outward of 8,500 passengers, compared 
with an outward balance of 84,600 in the corresponding 
period of 1919, and an excess inward of 23,679 in the 
first quarter of 1913. These figures relate to alien 
passengers as well as to Eritish. Separate particulars 
ag to the number of alien passengers from and to the 
Continent aie not available, this information not being 
included in the returns furnished to the Board of Trade. 

The following table gives particulars of the numbers 
of passengers, including emigrants and immigrants, 
who travelled between the United Kingdom and places 
outside Europe, during the first quarter of the years 
1913, 1919 and 1920. Particulars for each quarter 
of 1919 were published in the issue of the ‘‘ Journal ”’ 
of 15th April last (Vol. CIV, No. 1220), 


MoveEMENT, THREE Montus Enpep Marcu, 1913, 
1919 anp 1920. 


Balance.* 
Outward. Inward. Outward. 
Countries in which the Total Total Total 


Passengers con- British British British British British British 
tracted to land or Subjects. and Subjects. and Subjects. and 
in which they em- Aliens. Aliens Aliens. 

barked. 
British North America— 


Ist quarter, 1920... 21,793 22.4 5,106 7,980 16,687 14.488 
Ist quarter, 1919... 9,586 9,828 5,514 5,723 4,072 4,105 
Ist quarter. 1913... 33,5382 39,086 5,451 8 447 28,081 30,639 
eae rg and New 
4] — 
“— quarter, 1920... 9,930 9.967 3,920 3.995 16,010 5.972 
ist quarter, 1919... 3,065 3.066 231 232 2,834 2,834 


1st quarter, 1913... 22.937 23.146 2,981 3,028 19,956 20,118 
British South Africa— 
Ist quarter, 1920... 6,466 6,915 8,563 3,878 2,903 3,037 
Ist quarter, 1919... 1,027 1,072 964 1,047 68 25 
Ist quarter, 1913... 5,224 6,138 4,099 4,709 1,134 1,429 
tIndia (including Cey- 
lon 


Ist quarter, 1920... 3,767 3,808 3,192 3,292 575 516 
Ist quarter, 1919... 2016 2.056 1,961 1,987 55 69 
Ist quarter, 1913... 1,972 2.001 1.552 1,604 420 397 


+Other British Colonies 
and Possessions— 
Ist quarter, 1920... 3,408 3,587 2,411 J94 
Ist quarter, 1919... 1.539 1,742 1,079 1,145 460 597 
Ist quarter, 1913... 2,664 2,762 1,901 
United States— _ 7 
Ist quarter. 1920... 11,923 17.363 6,130 12,487 5.703 4,876 
Ist quarter, 1919... 3,147 4,876 5,232 8,661 *9 085 *3,785 
Ist quarter, 1913... 24,795 54,107 9,986 21,853 14,809 32.254 
+Other Foreign Coun- 
tries— 
Ist quarter. 1920... 3,408 4.148 1,888 2 585 1,520 1,558 
Ist quarter. 1919... 1,466 1,937 849 1,151 617 786 
Ist quarter, 1913... 4,882 6,238 3,484 4,989 1,398 1,249 
TOTAL: All Countries— 
Ist quarter, 1920... $60,695 68.251 26,210 36,810 $34,485 31.441 
Ist quarter. 1919... 21.846 24.577 15,830 19,946 6,016 4,631 
Ist quarter, 1913... 96,006 133,478 29,445 46.991 66,561 86.487 





*Inward balances are underlined. 

+ Exclusive of passengers travelling indirectly via Continental Ports. 
tExclusive of British passengers among 569 women and childrén who 
left for Australia on a vessel for which full particulars have not been 
received. 

TRAFFIC BETWEEN THE UNITED KINGDOM AND THE 


CONTINENT. 
The following totals relate to the traffic to and from 
the Continent of Europe. A large proportion of the 
passengers in the year 1918 were war workers. 


Ist quarter No. of Passengers from No. of Passengers from 


of the year. the U.K. to the Continent. the Continent to the U.K. 
1920 122.082 


b ] 


1919 149,099 64,499 
1918 47,874 39,714 
1913 181,376 205,055 


BriTIsH MIGRANTS. 


The British subjects who were recorded as leaving 
permanent residence in the United Kingdom to take 
up permanent residence in non-European countries 
numbered 49,177 in the first quarter of 1920, as com- 
pared with 17,594 in the same period of 1919, residence 
for a year or more being regarded as permanent resid- 
ence. Those recorded as leaving permanent residence 
in non-European countries to take up permanent 
residence in the United Kingdom in the first quarter of 
1920 numbered 14,390, as against 10,366 in the corre- 
sponding period of 1919. 

The distribution of the migratory movement of 
British subjects in the first quarter of the years 1913, 
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1919 and 1920 is shown below, particulars for the prin- 
cipal countries concerned being distinguished. 
MovEMENT OF BRITISH SUBJECTS. 

Migrants of 1920 Ist 1919 1st 1913 1st 























British Nationality. quarter. quarter. quarter. 
Emigrants to— 
British North America ... 19,103 7,901 56,950 
Australia and New Zealand 9,065* 5,244 21,881 
British South Africa ... 4,372 548 2,547 
India (including Ceylon) ... 2,838 1,637 1,364 
Other British Colonies and 
Possessions aa ... 2,100 1,092 1,329 
Total British Empire 37,478* 14,422 64,071 
United States we «6©957L004s«14,495 
Other Foreign Countries ... 2,128 1,078 2,231 
Total Emigrants ... 49,177* ~ 17,594 —«-80,797 
'mmigrants from " ie 
British North America ... 3,436 4,335 2,413 
Australia and New Zealand... 3,048 510 2,211 
British South Africa ... ..- 1,625 546 2,049 
India (including Ceylon) 2,187 1,663 1,044 
Other British Colonies 
Possessions 913 449 688 
Total, British Empire 11,209 7,303 8,405 
United States ea 2,289 2,402 2,081 
Other Foreign Couutries 892 661 1,142 














Total Immigrants ... 14,390 10,366 11,628 








* Exclusive of British passengers among 569 women and 


children who left for Australia on a vessel for which full parti- 
culars have not been received. 


_ — 
—— 


Notes on Trade, 


[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘‘Journal,’”’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves.] 











AMERICAN WHEAT CROP ESTIMATES FOR 
1920 HARVEST. 

The U.S. Bureau of Estimates of the Department of 
Agriculture place the United States wheat crop for the 
coming harvest at 781,000,000 bushels. The estimates 
for winter wheat are 504,000,000 bushels, as against 
484,467,000, the estimates of Ist May, that is 20,000,000 
bushels more. The total estimate is about 160,000,000 
bushels less than the total for 1919, and about 5 per 
cent. less than the average crop for the five years 1914- 
1918, which includes the three largest crops in the 
history of the United States, with the exception of last 


year’s crop. 





OPENING FOR TRADE IN PERSIA. 

There appear to be possibilities of a large import 
trade at Meshed, writes H.M. Vice-Consul there, but 
what is needed is that a British firm of general exporters 
with large capital and a strong organisation should open 
an import warehouse at Meshed and keep it stocked 
with a succession of fresh goods, which, under good 
management, would be cleared soon after arrival. At 
present merchants import particular commodities in 
only small quantities, and each transaction involves the 
trouble of separate arrangements for transport. Often, 
owing to transport difficulties and delays, such com- 
modities arrive after the sale season for them is passed. 
Apart from that many highly saleable commodities are 
not imported-at all, either because their existence is 
unknown or because Persian merchants, who hitherto 
have had all their dealings with Russia, do not know 
how to get into touch with Eritish manufacturers or 
exporters, nor how to arrange shipment from United 


Kingdom ports. 
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GOODS FOR CHINESE DEPARTMENTAL 
STORES. 

H.M. Commercial Counsellor at Shanghai states 
ihat the Chinese departmental stores there and in Hong- 
kong and Canton secure a considerable portion of the 
better class trade in household goods, clothing, drapery, 
etc. British manufacturers therefore might find it to 
their advantage to furnish them with copies of their 
catalogues and other trade literature. 

The Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, Westminster, S.W.1, is prepared to give British 
manufacturers particulars of these stores, and to advise 
them as to the way business with them should be 
entered into. 


EXPORT OF PAPER FROM FINLAND. 

The Consul-General for Finland in London, writing 
with reference to the rumour that the export of paper 
trom Finland was to be temporarily prohibited in order 
to satisfy local requirements, states that he has been 
informed by the Finnish Ministry of Foreign Affair. 
that the rumour is without foundation, and that there 
is no necessity to restrict the export of paper for that 
purpose, far less to prohibit export. The export of 
paper from Finland, the Consul-General states, is 
carried on in the ordinary way. 








COLLECTIVE BUYING BY SWISS OPTICIANS. 

H.M. Consul at Lausanne states that a small syndi- 
cate, called the ‘‘Association Suisse des Opticiens, ”’ 
which is composed of about 20 opticians, has created 
1 purchasing depot for their goods in order to be able 
to buy collectively and in bulk. The firms composing 
the Association are stated to be of good commercial 
reputation. 

It is understood that the Association buys anything 
in the opticians’ line of business, but. especially 
spectacles, lenses, and binoculars. German firms, it 
is stated, allow them 3 to 9 months’ credit with 33! 
per cent, discount, plus 2 per cent. for payment within 
30 days. 

H.M. Consul adds that he was informed by the 
chairman of the syndicate that although business has 
been done with United Kingdom firms since 1910, the 
difficulties in obtaining the execution of orders and 
the enormous delays in receiving the goods required 
have restricted transactions, and often have obliged the 
Syndicate to apply to German houses, 





EXPORT OF ORES FROM SERBIA. 

The Government of the Serb-Craat-Slovene Stat« 
has decided, on the advice of the Minister of Commerce 
and Industry, to permit the export of copper and copper 
ore in return for sulphate of copper. The Minister is to 
submit to the Ministerial Committee, and subsequently 
to the Ministerial Council, a proposition authorising 
the export of iron ore in return for wrought iron, par- 
ticularly in railway material, bridging material and 
agricultural instruments, etc. 





DOCUMENT TECHNIQUE IN EXPORT TRADE. 

In a publication on ‘‘ paper work ’’ in foreign trade, 
issued by the United States Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce, the conviction is expressed by 
commercial experts that if the United States is to retain 
the position gained as a result of the War, greater 
attention must be given to the details of export ship- 
ments and a more thorough knowledge of docu- 
ment technique must be shown. “ At this time, when 
foreign trade is again slowly returning tonormal,’’ states 
the Director of the Bureau, “ it is important that an 
extra effort be made to conduct our trade in the most 
acceptable and reliable manner. Careful study will 
pay large returns in the good will and confidence of 
foreign customers.’’ Failure to acquire the requisite 
mastery will, it is intimated, seriously interfere with 
the development of American sales and result in regret- 
table friction and loss. 











Exhibitions and Fairs. 


EMPIRE TIMBER EXHIBITION. 

H.R.H. Prince Arthur of Connaught has graciously 
consented to perforin the opening ceremony of the Em- 
pire Timber Exhibition at Holland Park Skating Rink 
at 3 p.m. on Monday next. 

During the morning the Exhibition will be open for a 
special Press view, followed by a luncheon, at which 
Lord Selborne will speak on the Timber Resources of 
the Empire. 

Preparations are now well advanced, and the interest 
shown in the Department of Overseas Trade’s latest 
enterprise promises well for the success of the Exhi- 
bition. 

Additional 
appended. 





details of some of the exhibits are 


SoMB OF THE EXHIBITS. 


The Western Australian exhibit will include a panelled 
room and furniture made of jarrah (Western Australian 
mahogany or everlasting wood). The extraordinary 
durability of this wood is exemplified by various posts and 
rafters which show little signs of deterioration after periods 
of 60 years in the ground or roof as the case may be 

The extensive exhibit of the Indian Empire will include 
two completely floored and panelled halls with staircases 
executed in perfectly new and, for this purpose, hitherto 
unknown woods. One is panelled in Indian silver greywood 
with a staircase and corridor of the same wood, and is floored 
with padauk parquet. The other, together with its staircase 
and corridor, is panelled in padauk and floored with gurjun 
parquet. There will also be a complete dining-room, draw- 
ing-room, library, and bedroom, all furnished as follows :— 

Dining-room panelled in gurjun and furnished in laurel 
wood, this including the laurel wood chairs. 

Drawing-room furnished in sissoc, with a pianoforte and 
a rich art vocalion in laurel wood and walnut, by the Aolian 
Co., Ltd., a cabinet in rosewood, and chairs in various 
woods. 

Library furnished with padauk bookcase, a silver greywood 
cabinet, and a bureau in the same wood, and chairs in 
different new woods. 

Billiard room panelled with laurel wood and walnut. This 
contains a rich and handsome padauk billiard table and 
fittings, with cues of a very beautiful and varied descrip- 
tion of Indian woods. 

Bedroom furnshed in black walnut and laurel wood, with 
bedsteads in laurel wood inlaid with various rich and decora- 
tive woods. 

A railway coach made at the Great Eastern Railway 
Companv’s Works by the Company will be on view. It will 
contain Ist and 8rd class carriages decorated throughout in 
Indian silver grevwood and padauk respectively. There will 
also be a varied assortment of all kinds of decorative and 
useful articles made in the beautiful woods of the new 
Indian supplies. A complete and exhaustive collection of all 
the available Indian timbers will be shown, and complete 
information will be available as to the sizes and quantities 
in which they can be supplied and the prices at which they 
can be obtained. In addition will be shown the natural 
specimens of planks and boards in the rough state as the 
timber is imported. The Agents of the Government will he 
in attendance to give any information which may be desired. 

NortH Borneo Timpers. 


An interesting series of exhibits from the State of North 
Borneo includes planks of billian (ironwood), one of the 
strongest timbers known; seriah (cedar), a wood with a 
pretty grain used largely for furniture making; mirabau, 
an excellent substitute for teak; selangan batu, another 
wood of great strength and durability}; kapor (camphor 
wood), employed in house-building, etc. 

Some of these timbers have been tested by the Advisory 
Committee of the Imperial Institute with highly satisfactory 
results. Boxes of samples of North Borneo timbers can also 
he seen. 





EXHIBITION OF THE BRITISH INSTITUTE 
OF INDUSTRIAL ART. 


The Exhibition of the British Institute of Industria’ 
Art, at 217, Knightsbridge, S.W.7, continues to attract 
a good deal of attention. Purchases are brisk, as well 
in the Trades Section as in that of the Arts and Crafts. 
The former has lately been enriched by most attractive 
exhibits of furniture and complete schemes for house- 
hold decoration. The displays of Ceramics and Textiles 
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EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS—continued. 





comprise & number of new features, certain exhibitors 
having sent in their latest novelties; and great interest 
attaches to the industrial designs shown in the Crafts 
Section, the majority of which are available for pur- 
chase by manufacturers. 

The Exhibition was honoured jast Thursday by the 
visit of their Majesties the King and Queen, who made 
q complete tour under the conduct of Sir Herbert 
Llewellyn Smith, G.C.B., Chairman, the Governors of 
the Institute, and Major A. A. Longden, D.8.O., 
Director. 





FOREIGN TEXTILES EXHIBITION AT 
MANCHESTER. 

The three days Exhibition of Foreign Textiles, held 
‘» the Manchester Chamber of Commerce Board Room 
on 28rd, 24th and 25th June, created very consider- 
able interest amongst the Manchester and district 
frme. The attendance on the three days was as follows: 





Ih ivtcasnnvssnnsassvansevsesvess 1 20 
NONE instsptnnesnnrvancoscnceconees 300 
PE Fa ndwasevnnnensnsarodcesennensensnes 370 
sine xcnnntamneniinenerenerins 790 


Sixty students from the Manchester School of Tech- 
nology, and Art Students from the Manchester School 
of Art, received permission to visit the Exhibition and 
examine the designs on view. | , 

A Commercial Delegation from the Georgian 
Republic, which included Prince M. Soumbaskvill and 
the Minister of Finance, also made a tour of the 
Exhibition. 

With respect to the Samples shown, the general 
opinion appeared to be that Manchester has nothing to 
fear from its foreign competitors. Whilst recognising 
the merits of some of the productions on exhibition, 
sucn as Japanese greys, suitings, and sheetings, it was 
not considered that there was anything to cause alarm. 
In cheap Japanese prints sold in India, the Japanese 
price was considerably lower than that quoted by. Man- 
chester, but the quality was very far below the icwest 
turned out by home producers. ae 

Commendations of samples illustrating United States 
printed voiles, muslins, and mulls, were freely made, 
and hundreds of cuttings of various textiles were given 
to enquirers. There was a considerable number of 
enquiries for names of buyers abroad, particulars of 
tariffs, ete., in various countries, and requests that the 
Department should obtain specimens of specific textiles 
peculiar to particular markets. The collaboration of 
the Manchester Chamber of Commerce was extremely 
valuable in promoting the Exhibition, and had much to 
do with the undoubted success that resulted. 

BUILDING TRADES EXHIBITION AT 
WARSAW. 


(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation.) 
WARSAW. 

An exhibition will be held at Warsaw from 15th 
August to lst October, for the purpose of demonstrat- 
ing the best method of re-building towns and villages 
in Poland which have suffered from the war. It 's 
understood that the object of the exhibition is to ascer- 
tain the type of building which will afford the greatest 
security against fires. 

The Exhibition will be divided into four sections: 
(1) Fireproof buildings, (2) Fire-extinguishing appli- 
ances, (3) Water supply, and (4) Statistics and literature. 

Particulars of the exhibits in each of these sections 
Were given, in a preliminary notice of this Exhibition in 
the “ Journal ’’ of 13th May (p. 647). 

The address of the Exhibition Committee is Wystawa 
Przeciwpozarowa, Warsaw, Al, Jerozolimskie 55 
(Telephone No. 84-30) and the forwarding agents are 
Messrs. C. Hartwig, Miodowa Street 16, Warsaw. 

_ As this is the first exhibition of its kind to be held 
in Poland, it would be desirable that British manu- 
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facturers should take part in it, although, owing to 
the present low value of the Polish mark it may be 
difficult to do immediate business as a result of the 
exhibition. 

Applications for space will be received up till 15th 
July inclusive, and a translation of the application form, 
which gives full particulars regarding the conditions on 
which exhibits will be accepted, may be consulted on 
application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, 
Old Queen Street, S.W. 1 





FOREIGN SAMPLES EXHIBITION AT LEEDS. 


An Exhibition of Foreign Samples will be held in 
the Board Room of the Leeds Chamber of Commerce 
on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 5th, 
6th, 7th and 8th July, between the hours of 10.0 a.m. 
and 5.0 p.m. Tickets of admission can be obtained 
from the Department of Overseas Trade, Foreign 
Samples Section, 8, Guildhall Courtyard, E.C., or from 
the Secretary of the Leeds Chamber of Commerce, 26, 
Park Row, Leeds. The following is a classification of 
the samples that will be exhibited :— 

DESCRIPTION OF 


COUNTRY OF COUNTRY OF | 


Goons. MANUFACTURE. SALF. 

Textiles :—Suitings, United States, Ar- Argentine, Spain, 
Trouserings, Meltons, gentine, Spain, South America, 
Cheviots, Venetians, Japan. Canada, Australia, 
Coatings, Broad- India. 
cloths, Tweeds, Flan- 
nelettes, Cotton 
Prints, Canvas, Web- 
bing, Ticking, Blank- 
ets, etc. 

Ready-made Clothing. Italy. Italy. 

Leather Goods and Imi- United States, Ger- Canada, Balkan 
tution Leather :— many, Argentine States, Sonth Amer- 


Handbags, Purses, 

Wallets, ete., also 
frames and fittings 
for Saddlery and Har. 


ness. 


ica, Argentine. 


Boots, Shoes, and Slip- Argentine, France, Argentine, France, 
pers. Japan. India. 

Glass Botiles and Japan. India, Australia, New 
Glassware Zealand. 


Stationery :—_ Note- Japan, Italy, United Italy, Siam, Home 


paper, Envelopes, States. Market, South 
Pencils, Pens, Note- America. 
books, ete. 
Stationery Requisites Germany, Japan, South America, 
United States Japan. 
Hardware (including United States, India, South Africa, 
Brassfoundry) Japan, Australia. 
Brushes Japan. New Zealand, Home 
Market. 
Dyes United States. China. 
Surgical Instruments United States, Canada. 
Japan, Germany. 
Cotton Yarns and Japan. New Zealand, Java. 
Waste. 
Electrical Goods and United States, New Zealand, Indig 
Cables. Japan, Switzerland. et ae Switze x, 
and. . 
Hats and Caps. Japan. Siam and South 
America. 
Lamps. Japan, United Siam, Australia. 
States. 
Tools (including Spades Cnited States, Holland, South 
and Shovels). Japan, and Ger- America, South 
many. Africa, Canada. 
Paints and Varnishes. United States, Manila, Siam, Dutch 
Japan. East Indies. 
T'wines, Cords, Ropes. United States, West Indies, Balkan 
Germany. States. 
Soaps, Scents, and Japan. Fiji, Siam, Samea. 


Pomades. 





PRAGUE SAMPLE FAIR. 


Further information has now been received at the 
Department of Overseas Trade from the Czecho- 
Slovakian Legation regarding the forthcoming Praha 
Fair and Sample Exhibition. 

This vear’s Fair will be held between 5th and 28th 
September inclusive. It is proposed to hold the Fair 
twice yearly in future. The fair is both universal and 
international, that is to say, embraces all classes of 
manufactures and produce amd is open to exhibitors of 
all nations. Exhibiting space will be at the price of 
kes. 180 per square metre, a wooden pavilion 25 square 
metres will cost about kes. 11,000. Where necessary 
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separate pavilions for special exhibits wil be provided 
These pavilions will be furnished at cost price if so 
ordered by the exhibitor. The Board will also provide 
interpreters. The enterprise is recognised by the Czecho- 
Slovakian Government, and the City of Prague has 
eranted ke. 2,000,000 towards the expenses of the 
undertaking. 





COLOGNE FAIR POSTPONED. 


The British Commercial Commissioner on the Rhine 
states that the Cologne Fair has been postponed owing 
to the comparative failure of the Frankfort Fair—pre- 
sent conditions in Germany making success improbable. 





EXHIBITION AT RPUENOS 
ATRES. 


The Exhibition of United States manufacturers to 
be held this year in Buenos Aires is not, as was pre- 
viously stated, under the auspices of the United States 
Government. As the same time the American Govern- 
ment recognises and encourages the undertaking. 


AMERICAN 





AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY SHOW AT 


BRUSSELS. 

H.M. Commercial Secretary at Brussels states that 
the Societe de Mecanique et Industries Agricole are 
holding an exhibition of agricultural machinery at 
Brussels from 17th to 26th July. 





FORTHCOMING FAIRS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


Empire TIMBER EXHIBITION— 
July 5th-17th, at Holland Park Skating Rink, London, 
W.11. Organised by Department of Overseas Trade. 
Great War ExuisiTion— 
May 15th-Oct. 2nd. Address to Secretary, Crystal Palace. 
Srprinc EXHIBITION oF THE British INstTITUTE OF INDUSTRIAL 


T— 
May 3ist, 217, Knightsbridge, S.W.7. Open throughout 
the summer months. 


CLOTHING, Etc., ExHIBITION— 

July 5th-16th, at Royal Agricultural Hall, International 
Trade Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street House, Old Broad 
Street, E.C.2. 

INTERNATIONAL AERO EXHIBITION— — 
July 9th-20th, 1920, at Olympia, organised by a joint 
Committee of the Society of British Aircraft Con- 
structors, Ltd., and the Society of Motor Manufacturers 
and Traders, Ltd., 83, Pall Mall, S.W.1. 

HeattH ExHIBITION— a 
July 19th-August 5th, at Bingley Hall, Birmingham. 
Organised by Royal Sanitary Institute, 90, Buckingham 
Palace Road, 8.W.1. Entries by June 26th. 

Boy Scouts’ EXHIBITION 
July 3th-August 7th. 

Sports AND Pastimps EXHIBITION— 

August 2nd, at Royal Agricultural Hall. Promoted by 
Messrs. Gunner and Turner, 28, Cowcross Street, E.C.1. 

Bakers’, CONFECTIONERS’, AND ALLIED TRADERS’ EXHIBITION— 
September 4th-10th, at Royal Agricultural Hall. Trades, 
Markets and Exhibitions, Ltd., 51, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C.4. 

Tae Macuine Toot aND ENGINEERING EXHIBITION— 

September 4th-25th, at Olympia. The Machine Tool 
Trade Association, Incorporated. Applications by July 
3ist to Secretary, 70, Victoria Street, Westminster, 
8.W.1. 

Business Errictancy ExHisiTion— 

September Sth-18th. Birmingham Chamber of Com- 
merce, 95, New Street. 

Groomers’, Provision Dgaters’ & ALLIED TRADERS’ ExHIBITION— 
September 18th-24th, at Royal Agricultural Hall. Trades, 
Markets and Exhibitions, Ltd., 31, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C.4. 

INTERNATIONAL SHOB AND LEATHER FaIn— 


October 4th-9th, at Royal Agricultural Hall, Ialington 


Organised by ‘‘ The Shoe and Leather Record,” 4, 
Finsbury Square, E.C.2, on behalf of The Shoe and 
Leather Fair Society, Ltd. 

INTERNATIONAL CommerRctAL Motor Veuicte ExHisiT10oN— 
October 14th--23rd, at Olympia. Organised by the 
Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders, Ltd., 83, 
Pall Mall, London, S.W.1. 

In~wem NATIONAL Motor ExHIsBITION— 
November 4th-13th, at Olympia and the White City. 
Organised by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and 
Traders, Ltd., 63, Pall Mall, London, S.W.1. 
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‘Tae Crciz any Moror-Crycrzs SHow— 
November 29th-December 4th, at Olympia. Organised 
by the Cycle and Motor-Cycle Manufacturers’ and 
Traders’ Union, Ltd., The Towers, Coventry. 
GLASGOW SHIPBUILDING, ENGINEERING, AND ELECTRICAL 
EXHIBITION— 
Kelvin Hall, Nov. 8th-Dec. 4th. Apply J. M. Freer, 
Kelvin Hall, Glasgow. 
INTERNATIONAL RusseR EXHIBITION— 
Londen, June, 1921. 


OVERSEAS. 
Antwerp Ferss— 
May to October. 
Vmuce Arr Exnisition— 
Twelfth Exhibition of International Art, April 16th to 
October 3lst, by Municipality, at the Exhibition Palace. 
Address :—Ufficio di Segretaria dell Esponzione (Muni- 
cipio) Venice. 
Litius INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION— 
May-October. Organised by Corporation. 
Heusincrors Trapp Farm— 
June 27th-July 6th. Apply to the ‘“‘ Finska Messan,” 
Helsingfors. (See ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal,’’ May 6th) 
DaNIsH FISHERIES FarR— 
Fredericia, June/July. 
OsTeRsuND ExnHIsITION— 
av. 2nd. (See ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal,’ February 


Swiss WatTcH AND JEWELLERY Farr— 
July 11th-25th, at Geneva. A National Fair. 
LINKOPINA (SWEDEN)— 
July 15th to August 18th. 
Metz NATIONAL ExuHIBITION— 
July 22nd to September 26th. 
Journal,’’ March 18th.) 
CONVENTION OF Fire DEPARTMENT CHIEFS OF THE WORLD— 
July 25th-30th, at Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 
Leipziag Trecunicat SAMPLE Far— 
August 15th-21st. 
GENERAL FarR— 
August 29th. 
EASTERN GERMANY TRADE FarR— 
August 15th-20th (National), Koenigsberg. 
SwspisH Trape Far— 
August 2nd-8th, at Malmo. 
ELECTRICAL ExHIBITION— 
At Leeu Warden, Holland, August 14th to September 
15th. (International.) 
Warsaw EXuisition or ANTI-Frre APPLIANCES— 
August 15th to October 1st. 
CANADIAN NATIONAL ExHIBITION— 
August 28th to September 11th, at Toronto. Apply te 
Mr. Walters, King Street East, Toronto, Ontario. 
NORWEGIAN InpustRigs Farn— 
Christiania, September 5th-18th. 
Pracvus Far— 
September 5th to 28th. (See “Board of Trade Journal,” 
May 20th.) 
BARCELONA INTERNATIONAL FarR— 
September 25th to October 10th. Applications toe Is 
Direccion General de la Feria de Barcelona, Fernandes 
50, Barcelona. 
Rome AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY EXHIBITION— 
(See “Journal ” June 24th.) 
LAUSANNE. ALIMENTARY AND AGRICULTURE— 
September 11th-26th, 1020. 
Lyons Farm— 
October 1st-15th. 
Turin ExHIBITION— 
October. 
Maprip Sampte Far— 
October. 
16TH INTERNATIONAL Motor Exursrtion— 


GENEVA. 


(See ‘“‘ Board of Trade 
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October. Apply to Administration de 1’Exposition | 
Internationale de 1l’Automobile, 51, Rue Pergolom, | 
Paris 16£ E 
Swiss Samere Farr— 
Lausanne. Autamn. 
7TH INTERNATIONAL AERONAUTICAL EXHrprTion— ; 
December. Apply to Commissoriat-General de 1’Exposi: © 


tion Internationale de Locomotion Aerienne, 9, Ru) 


Anatole-de-la-Forge, Paris 17k. 
SHANGHAI— 

the year. 
AUSTRALIAN Motor SHow— 

Sydney. Jan. 7th, 1921. 


TRADE TOURS. 


Exhibition of American and Chinese producte late i | 


Trade Tours are under organisation by the Department # 


Overseas Trade, as follows :— 
To the British Dominions, leaving in summer. 
To South America 
To Far East To follow. 
To United States 


Full particulars may be had on application to the Departae 
of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. 


_ — 
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Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
WEEKLY CABLE. 


The cable received from the Director-General of Commer- 
cial Intelligence, Calcutta, dated 23rd June, is as under: — 
SEASON. 


Rain has fallen fairly generally in Bay Islands, Assam, 
Lower Burma, Orissa, Chota-Nagpur, Southern India, 
Central India, and Rajputana. Local elsewhere. 

Crops. 

General crop conditions good but more rain required, 

Assam and parts Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. 
MARKETS. 














Bombay cotton market dull, Fully good Broach July 
Rs.449. Piece-goods market very; quiet. Calcutta jute 
market quiet. Hessians firm. Heavy goods firmer with fair 
amount of business. 

Bank rate is Bengal and Bombay 6 per cent,, Madras 


8 per cent. 





CANADA. 


COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL CONDITIONS 
IN ONTARIO. 


(From F. W. Field, H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
TORONTO. 

General conditions in Ontario during the month of May 
were satisfactory. One of the most pronounced business 
factors, however, was the tendency for the high costs of 
commodities to restrict purchases. This applies to a variety 
of lines. The banks are said to have adopted an exceptionally 
cautious attitude in the advance of new credits or the exten- 
sion of existing credits. 

Some apprehension is felt here as to the effects of the 
possible cancellation of a large volume of goods ordered for 
delivery several months, and, in some cases, a year ahead. 
Many orders were cancelled here when the Armistice was 
signed, and buyers have since been compelled to enter the 
market to purchase at prices higher than those at which 
they cancelled. 

There is a distinct opinion in local business circles that a 
change must occur in the general position in the compara- 
tively near future, and there is speculation as to whether 
a large volume of cancellations is possible, Undoubtedly many 
contracts which have been made during the past few months, 
and those which are being made at present, contain clauses 
providing for this contingency. 

The millinery season has been a comparatively poor one, 
and a decline in the prices of ladies’ hats, more especially in 
straw lines, is not unlikely. 

Genera! wholesale trade has been good, and retailers have 
enjoved a substantial volume of business. So far as the 
retailers are concerned, an effort is being made to attract 
customers with lower. prices in order to counteract the effect 
of the reduced demand owing to high prices. This will in 
time probably become a more pronounced factor in the 
wholesale trade. 

An official of a large departmental store in Toronto, 
discussing the business situation, stated in a press interview 
that he had noticed plain indications of a slackening in 
trade. Asked as to whether or not he considered that the 
clearing sales now advertised by many stores indicated 
serious embarrassment of the firms concerned, he said he did 
not. These sales, he declared, were no doubt due to the 
necessity of raising money for some purpose, and that those 
merchants who were advertising them were probably a little 
overstocked in the lines being cleared, and were anxious to 
reduce their holdings to a minimum so that if lower prices 
did come, as he believed they would before many months, 
they would be better prepared to handle the situation. 


Visits From UNITED KINGDOM. 


Despite these tendencies, the demand continues for goods 
of most varieties. The exchange situation is turning towards 
the United Kingdom a number of Ontario buyers who have 
previously made their purchases in the United States. Local 
buyers, however, still complain of the high prices of United 
Kingdom goods in many instances, and of the poor deliveries 
offered. There appears to be in sight, however, a bettering 
of these conditions so far as some of the imports from the 
United Kingdom are concerned. One firm whose represen- 
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tative is visiting this area, has done excellent business in a 
number of small textile lines, being able to compete with the 
United States prices in practically all lines, and to offer 
attractive deliveries. ; 

The number of representatives of United Kingdom firms 
visiting Ontario is increasing and local buyers hope that this 
will continue. I have been assured by a number of buyers of 
various lines that they will do everything possible to make 
successful the visits to this market of the representatives of 
United Kingdom manufacturers. In one instance, for 
example, the buyers of three large establishments in Toronto 
have informed me of their willingness to show the visiting 
representative of a United Kingdom manufacturer over their 
showrooms, and to afford him every possible information in 
order that he may determine which of his lines may best be 
sold here. 

The representatives of United Kingdom firms visiting 
Canada should not fail to get in touch with the Department 
of Overseas Trade, 4, Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, London. 
S.W. 1, so that the Trade Commissioners in Canada may 
he informed of the proposed visits, thus being assisted 
in rendering the maximum possible assistance to United 
Kingdom manufacturers and exporters. 


TEXTILE INDUSTRIES. 


The Canadian textile industry, in which Ontario is vitally 
interested, has manifested considerable activity for several 
months past. The most recent returns indicate that 549 
establishments, representing 68,000 employees, have 
increased their staffs by approximately 2,400 persons since 
15th January, 1920. This increase is confined principally 
to Ontario and Quebec. Firms in the Maritime and Western 
Provinces have made slight additions to their staffs during 
the same period. The demands for this class of labour have 
been chiefly from the finishing industries rather than the 
primary spinning and weaving branches of the industry. 
There has been considerable demand, however, for spinners 
and weavers. 


TRADE witH RossIa. 


A group of Toronto business men, most of whom are con- 
nected with the clothing industry, have formed the Canadian 
Export and Trading Company to develop trade with Russia, 
Poland, Ukrainia, and other European countries whose nor- 
mal business intercourse with Canada has been demoralised 
by war and exchange conditions. The promoters believe that 
Canadian manufacturers have a good opportunity to 
establish a permanent market for their goods in Russia, 
but in order to do effective work all industrial branches 
should be represented by one responsible organisation, which 
will transact the sales on a barter basis of interchange of 
all the different commodities. 


STANDARDISATION OF PRODUCTS. 


Manufacturers in Ontario are giving some thought to the 
reduction of a number of the lines made by them, with a 
view to increasing the production of articles in the greatest 
demand, at the same time reducing the manufacturing costs. 
A local trade journal has communicated with manufacturers 
in regard to this matter, and the views of two of them are 
of interest. Messrs. The Canadian William A. Rogers, 
makers of silverware and cutlery, Niagara Falls, Ontario, 
say :—‘'We have cut the number of designs in both flatware 
and hollow-ware by probably 75 per cent., with the definite 
result that we can produce far more economically, and our 
customers have benefited to an equal, if not greater, extent, 
because they get their orders filled in much less time and 
are able to turn over their stock much more rapidly. It is 
difficult in our particular Jine of business to co-operate with 
our competitors, because our products and theirs are pro- 
duced largely by die work, and each company has its own 
particular designs; but we understand that all the manu- 
facturers of silverware in Canada have adopted the same 
policy as ourselves. As a matter of fact, we cannot see how 
any manufacturer can avoid reducing and stardardising his 
lines under present-day conditions, unless he is able to 
secure an unlimited number of operatives, which in the 
skilled trade is practically impossible.”’ 

Messrs. Dominion Foundries and Steel, Limited, Hamilton, 
Ontario, say:—‘‘Take the one item of frame steel for auto- 
mobiles—three thicknesses, light, medium, and heavy should 
cover the entire requirements of all the companies in Canada. 
On the other hand, we receive orders for at least twenty 
different thicknesses, varying in gauge from 100 to 200 
thousandths of an inch. This greatly upsets our operation 
of rolling, shearing, and shipping. This same condition also 
applies to other thin-shaped flat steel for miscellaneous 
plate work, agricultural work, and deep-drawing work. 

“For Canadian consumption we would recommend that 
sheets be limited to four gauges:—14, 18, 22, and 28, and 
that light-plate steel up to quarter-inch be limited to six 
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gauges: —'095, 125, -150, -200, and -225. It can readily 
be seen that this would greatly facilitate manufacturing, 
carrying in stock, and delivering flat steels. The volume 
of business in this country is less than 10 per cent. of the 
United States volume, and the variety of demand is just 
about as great as in the United States.” 


SOUTH AFRICA. 
ERECTION OF GRAIN ELEVATORS. 


An important Report indicating the lines upon which the 
erection of grain elevators at various centres in the Union 
should proceed has now been submitted by Mr. Littlejohn 
Philip, the Consulting Engineer appointed to investigate 
the practicability or otherwise of the recommendations con- 
tained in the Report made in 1918 by the Committee on 
Maize Elevators (see the ‘‘Journal’’ of 7th November, 1918). 

The South African Railways and Harbour Board has con- 
sidered Mr. Philip’s Report and the Memorandum of the 
General Manager, and makes the following recommendations 
to the Minister : — 








RECOMMENDATIONS. 

(a) That the complete scheme of port and country elevators, 
as recommended by Mr. Littlejohn Philip, providing for two 
port elevators and seventy-one country elevators, be 
approved in principle. 

(b) That two port elevators be erected—one at Durban, 
with a storage capacity of 42,000 tons, and one at Cape 
Town, with a storage capacity of 30,000 tons; that, as a 
commencement, provision be made for the erection of thirty- 
four country elevators to be ready concurrently with the 
completion of the port elevators; and that the erection of 
the remainder of the country elevators remain over until 
experience dictates the desirability of proceeding further 
with the scheme. The capital cost of these proposals will be 
roughly £1,443,000, made up as follows :— 





£ 
Port elevator at Durban _....................+. 497 500 
Port elevator at Cape Town .................. 316,500 
Thirty-four country elevators, say ......... 292,700 
(This figure will depend upon the places 
selected from the Consulting Engineer’s 
groups.) 
Interest on capital during construction, say 76,000 
MINNIE. - iain nacaaiinladiialinmmsbidutembhion 1,442,700 





This expenditure compares with a total of £1,799,000 for 
the complete scheme recommended by Mr. Littlejohn Philip. 

(c) That special box trucks for bulk conveyance, to the 
designs recommended by the Consulting Engineer, and 
approved by the Chief Mechanical Engineer, be obtained to 
handle the output of the thirty-four country elevators, and 
that these trucks be ordered for delivery about the time the 
elevators are ready. 

(d) That approval be given at an early date and the 
necessary funds provided for on the current year’s estimates. 
The work will have to be started as soon as possible after 
the estimates are passed by Parliament, if the elevators are 
to be ready for the 1923 crop. 

(e) That in connection with the establishment of the 
scheme, favourable consideration be given to the position 
of co-operative societies which have erected large store- 
houses for the accommodation of maize. 

(f) That consideration be given to the Consulting 
Engineer’s recommendations with regard to the methods of 
grading and the fixing of definite standards of weight per 
bushel and percentage of moisture content, and that Mr. 
Littleiohn Philip’s proposals in this direction be referred 
to the Department of Agriculture. 


ADVANTAGES. 

The whole scheme is not expected to be completed until 
1923, and perhaps not then, and it is anticipated that the 
crop for that year will tax the resources of the new elevators 
to the utmost. 

Mr. Littlejohn Philip is of opinion that, without the 
elevator system, grain production in South Africa would 
probably decline considerably, and he anticipates an 
enormous increase from its installation. 

Among other advantages of the scheme, not the least will 
be the gain to the farmer. Previously, needing the money 
for the following season’s crop, and being unable to store 
his grain sofely, the crop has frequently been disposed of 
under unfavourable circumstances. The elevator certificate, 
on the other hand, will enable him to store his grain until 
the market price suits him, and will provide him with money 
for his current needs. 

A certain amount of trade in bag grain will always exist, 
and this can be dealt with at non-elevator stations. Experi- 
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ments in other countries, however, show that at least 70 per 
cent. of the grain can usually be handled in bulk. 

In his recent Budget speech, Sir Thomas Watt announced 
that it was the intention of the Union Government to erect 
elevators at Cape Town and Durban capable of dealing, 
between them, with 576,000 tons of maize per annum, and 
71 at various inland centres to deal with 800,000 tons per 
annum. 





CEYLON. 
TRADE AND INDUSTRIES IN 1919. 


Exports of black and green tea from Ceylon in 1919 
amounted to 208,433,578 lb., of which 2,828,652 lb. was green 
tea. 

The totals for 1918, 1917 and 1916 were:—1918, 
180,638,872 Ib.; 1917, 193,033,962 lb.; 1916, 202,482,959 Ib. 

Shipments to the United Kingdom totalled 140,283,504 Ib., 
against 93,477,183 lb. in 1918. ‘This increase was due chiefly 
to the shipments in the early part of 1919 to the United 
Kingdom on account of the Food Controller, but a contribu- 
tory factor was the very high market in London in the latter 
part of the year. 

The Continent took 7,000,694 Ib. in the year under review, 
as against 7,519,S)1 lb. in 1918, thus showing a reduction of 
519,207 Ib., which can be accounted for by the inadequate 
freight space, and, in the latter part of the year, grave 
exchange difficulties. 

American shipments show a gratifying increase from 
15,545,789 Ib. in 1918, to 26,004,937 Ib. in 1919. 

Australian shipments declined from 35,522,401 lb. in 1918, 
to 18,114,317 lb. in 1919. This was largely caused by scarcity 
of freight. 

Shipments to all other ports also showed a marked decline 
from 26,864,989 Ib. in 1918, to 15,677,906 Ib. in 1919. This 
can readily be accounted for by the large reduction in the 
Armies in Egypt, Palestine and Mesopotamia, which were 
almost entirely fed, as regards tea, from India and Ceylon. 

The Report for 1919 of the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce 
states that, looking at a general review of the year, business 
generally was hampered (1) by freight difficulties; (2) by 
the Exchange difficulties in the latter months of the year. 

RUBBER. 


The total exports of rubber from Ceylon reached the record 
figure of 100,392,831 lb. (44,818 tons), an increase of 
03,173,703 Ib. (23,738 tons) on the shipments of the previous 
year, partly due no doubt to the heavy stocks brought for- 
ward from 1918. The distribution was as follows :— 











1919. 1918. 

lb. Ib. 
United Kingdom ....... 32,973,661 20,391,016 
EE RNR rer rrr 66,404,500 24,792,099 
re 473,303 576,505 
errr 270,567 1,114,450 
SEE iiecusesinadiesinaanis 267 ,427 303,819 
Other countries ......... 3,373 41,239 
 sumectcephsiias 100,392,831 47,219,128 








From the above figures it will be seen that about 66 per 
cent. went to America direct, 33 per cent. to the United 
Kingdom, and 1 per cent. to other countries. During the 
major portion of the year freight space to the United King- 
dom was difficult to obtain, but towards the close ample 
space was available. 


Propvucts oF THE Coconut PALM. 


The gradual removal of Government restrictions regarding 
the export of foodstuffs, and the improvement in the freight 
situation towards the end of the year, resulted in an enor- 
mous increase in both the quantity and value of the exports 
of almost all coconut products, the most noticeable being 
desiccated coconut. 

A few shipments wera made to Germany and her Allies, 
but trading with late enemy countries has not become 
general as yet. 

Fluctuations in Exchange rendered business difficult, and 
rates were always unsteady, but almost to the end of the 
year the trend of the markets was upward. 

The total exports for 1918 and 1919 were: — 


1919. 1918. 
 caxminiaudincail cwt 1,737,043 1,164,799 
Coconut oil ....... ewt. 683,019 531.477 
Desiccated- coconut Wb. 75,715,529 22 591,000 
| No. 3,121,154 5,540,513 
Coconut poonac....cwt. 89.792 12,985 
Coir bristle fibre...cwt. 107.500 79,352 
Coir mattress fibre cwt. 130,349 123,743 
re ewt 106,256 29,858 
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CopRA. 


Tho total exports exceeded those of the previous year by 
50 per cent., being 1,737,043 cwt., against 1,164,799 cwt. 
Exports to India were not so large as in 1918, although to- 
wards the end of the year prices paid by buyers from India 
were far in excess of those offered by European buyers. 

The following figures give the distribution during the 12 
months : — 


Per cent. 
ee TEN accents tsitiddnccavsssenssonscconcononn y 
Belgium, France, and Italy  ................eceeeeees 25 
Holland and Scandinavia _..........sccesecsesseeeeees 30 
Egypt and India _ ...............csscceecsscrssereeeeeoens 36 


Coconut OIL. 


The removal of restrictions made a very big difference to 
this article, the exports being 28 per cent. in excess of the 

syious year. 

P The United States took 158,946 ewt., against nil in 1918, 
and Continental countries 80,617 cwt. against 798 cwt. the 
previous year. Egypt took 43,616 cwt. against 13,548 cwt., 
and would undoubtedly have taken more had freight been 
more easily obtainable. 

DesiccaTEp CoconvtT. 

{The demand for this article during the year has been 
phenomenal, and to cope with it new mills have been erected 
in almost every coconut district, while the quantity of nuts 
purchased by desiccated coconut millers and the prices paid 
have seriously affected the copra output. The export figures 
show an output of more than three times as much as in 1918, 
the United Kingdom taking 27,977,974 lb., against 1,263,040 
lb. the previous year, and the United States and Canada 
46,746,5U6 lb., against 16,017,408 lb. It is probable that a 
very large amount of the shipments to the United Kingdom 
was re-shipped to the Continent, notwithstanding the fact 
that Continental countries took 7,991,547 lb. direct against 
1,259,230 Ib. in 1918. 

Coin Fire. . 

The export of bristle fibres increased from 79,352 cwt. in 
1918 to lus 500 ewt. in 1919, the Continent taking 47,925 cwt. 
in the latter year, against 1,118 cwt. only in 1918. The 
exports to Japan, however, fell from 42,198 cwt. in 1918 
to 16,201 ewt. in 1919. Prices rose from an average of 
Rs.10 in the earlier part of the year to over Rs.20 in 
December. . 

The export of mattress fibre showed only a slight increase 
over the previous year, and at one time the demand 
absolutely ceased, but towards the close of the year it re- 
vived and good prices were paid, ranging from Rs.1:75 to 
Ks.2°50 per cwt. 

Corr YARN. 

The quantity exported was nearly four times as much as 
in the previous year, the bulk of the increase being to the 
United Kingdom, which took 82,546 ewt., against 18,144 
ewt. in 1918. Prices remained steady throughout the year. 

PLUMBAGO. 

The decline in the demand for this article continued, and 
only 128,021 ewt. were shipped, against 309,057 cwt. in 
1918. 

It is interesting to compare this with the 673,977 cwt. 
shipped during the year 1916. 

Prices were nominal throughout the year, there being 
practically no buyers. 

Total exports for 1918 and 1919 are as follows: — 


1918. 

cwt. cwt. 
To United Kingdom _.............. 45,494 127,720 
ied catiuimietniemenieih 74,366 168,176 
To Other Countries ............... 8,161 13,161 
128,021 309,057 


CINNAMON AND CINNAMON CHIPS. 

A marked increase in exports for the year, both of quills 
and chips, is shown over the preceding period. The demand 
throughout has been strong, prices steadily rising from the 
commencement to practically the close of the year. Ordinary 
Assortment rose from 52 cts. per lb. in January-February to 
73 cts. in August; a slight reaction, owing to the rise in 
Exchange rates, then followed, but prices quickly recovered 
in September, further advancing in November to Rs. 1:25. 
The market closed slightly easier, but firm at Rs. 1-03. 

The total exports were : — 








Quills. Chips. 
I a 4,623,814 lb. 3,288,646 Ib. 
tics laaiciie 2,876,315 lb. 1,225,722 Ib. 
Increaso ..... 1,747,499 Ib. 2,062,924 Ib. 


— 
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Cocoa. 


Exports of cocoa show a considerable reduction for the 
past year, the figures being 54,742 cwt., as against 79,025 
cwt. in 1918, a falling off of 24,283 cwt. 

The United Kingdom and United States took rather more 
than during the previous year, and a small quantity was 
shipped to the Continent. 

The largest falling off was to Australia and New Zealand, 
where the decrease in shipments amounted to 19,264 ewt., 
and to the Philippines 14,248 cwt. The chief cause for the 
reduction in Australian requirements of Ceylon was the in- 
crease of imports from Samoa. 


CARDAMOMS. 


Exports of cardamoms show a large increase over those of 
the previous year, the figures being 561,244 lb., as compared 
with 383,050 Ib. in 1918, an increase of 178,194 lb., and 
distribution underwent a considerable change. 

Shipments to the United Kingdom were greatly in excess 
of those of the previous year, being 408,317 lb., as against 
18,932 lb. in 1918. 

A large increase in shipments also took place of bleached 
cardamoms to Norway and Sweden, these countries taking 
double the quantity shipped in 1918. 

On the other hand, shipments to India of green dried 
showed a reduction of 172,350 lb., and to the United States 
of 58,437 lb., mainly bleached. 

Bleached cardamoms were rather neglected until the latter 
half of the year, when there was a good demand, opening at 
Rs. 2, and improving up to Rs. 3-60 towards the end, but 
at the close competition slackened, and quotations were only 
nominal. 

There was a good market for green cardamoms through- 
out, and prices rose from 83 cts. at the beginning to Rs. 
1-82; but during the last few months a duller tone prevailed, 
and the market closed quiet. 


CITRONELLA OIL. 


The exports for the year are almost identical with those 
of last year, the actual figures being 1,050,989 lb. for 1919 
and 1,048,202 lb. for 1918. A noticeable increase in the 
exports to France is apparent, 145,750 lb. being exported 
during 1919, as compared with 4,421 Ib. in 1918. 

Holland and Italy have also partaken in the distribution 
to the extent of 31,528 lb. and 23,321 Ib., as against nothing 
for the previous year. 

Under the gradually extending influences of rubber culti- 
vation the areas of citronella grass are tending further 
south. Adulteration is still the regular practice, but the 
higher cost of the chief adulterant has tended to limit its 
use to some extent. 





EUROPE. 
HUNGARY. 
SATISFACTORY CROP PROSPECTS. 


(From the British Commercial Commissioner.) 








BupDAPEST. 


An optimistic review of the state of the crops in Hungary 
has been written by Mr. Emil Bacher, General Director of 
the Pester Victoria Dampfmiihle, Co-President of the 
Ungarischen Hauptstadtischen Muhlenvereins. His views 
are of considerable interest on account of his authoritative 
position in the milling world, and more especially as he gives 
exact data with regard to the quantity of land under cultiva- 
tion in present Hungary. . 

According to his estimate, provided the weather is pro- 
pitious, there will be a bread cereal harvest of 1,593,800,000 
kgs. of wheat (44,626,400 bushels), and 768,400,000 kgs. of 
rye (21,515,200 bushels), after providing for the needs of the 
country. These figures may be over-estimated, but there is 
no doubt that a very considerable quantity will be available 
for export. 

The Budget deficit is variously estimated at about 9,000 
to 10,000 million kronen, and if the Government are per- 
mitted, under the Peace Treaty, to exercise control over 
the sale of this surplus of bread cereals, considerable assist- 
ance will be obtained in bringing about a decrease of the 
deficiency and in raising the rate of exchange of the kronen. 

It should not be forgotten that although Hungary has 
been dismembered by about two-thirds, there is a much 
greater percentage of arable land now in Hungary than there 
was in the old Monarchy; furthermore, instead of over 20 
millions of inhabitants, there are but 7 millions in the new 
State. 

Very much depends, naturally, upon future harvests, but 
if these are not below the average of former years, it is 
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believed, perhaps optimistically, by many sound financiers, 
that in five years or a little more, more especially if the 
present tariff walls are destroyed, Hungary will be in a 
position approximating financial soundness. 





NORWAY. 


REGULATIONS AFFECTING COMMERCIAL 
TRAVELLERS. 
(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation.) 
CHRISTIANIA. 

In the notice under this heading, which was published on 
page 651 of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’”’ of 13th May, 
1920, attention was not drawn to the fact that the legislation 
affecting handicraft is not the same as that affecting trades. 

The law affecting handicrafts is that of 25th July, 1913, 
and not as stated the Law of 1913, which is an amendment 
of the 1907 Trading Law. 

The Norwegian Trading Law of 16th July, 1907, as 
amended by a Law of 18th July, 1913, is as follows: — 

The following persons have the right, either personally or 
through others, to take orders for goods : — 

(a) Merchants of the country. Outside of the munici- 
pality in which they carry on their business they 
shall, however, only be allowed to take orders from 
merchants and other tradesmen in respect of such 
goods as these merchants or tradesmen sell or use 
as tools and raw materials for their industries. 

(b) Traders and manufacturers who are not inhabitants 
of the country to the same extent as is permitted 
to merchants outside of the municipality in which 
they carry on their business. 








ASIA. 
CHINA. 
LRADING CONDITIONS AT NEWCHWANG. 
(From H.M. Consul.) 








NEWCHWANG. 

During the March quarter there was very little trade 
at this port, as ice in the Liao River only began to break up 
on the 17th, and the first steamer did not arrive till 24th 
March. 

Japanese companies with a capital of 3,000,000 yen have 
recently been floated, and nearly 2,000,000 yen has been 
invested in land at Newchwang. : 

A new Chinese steamship company has been inaugurated, 
owning two steamers, in addition to which an existing local 
company has purchased another steamer from Japan. These 
all run to Tengchou and Lungkou. 

_Pending conservancy work on the Upper Liao River, 
Newchwang is largely dependent on railways for the supply 
of native produce for shipment. The Peking-Mukden Rail- 
way, being largely Chinese controlled, offers few facilities to 
merchants, and is handicapped to some extent by its situa- 
tion on the far bank of the river. The South Manchurian 
Railway therefore becomes the chief feeder of the port from 
the landward direction. 


TRADE IN 1919. 


The revenue for 1919 amounted to 747,527 H. Taels, being 
Te, since 1915, and nearly 50 per cent. greater than in 

The value of foreign goods imported was 6,086,955 taels, or 
2,097,369 more than in 1918. American sheetings, English 
jeans, velvets, and velveteens, and Indian cotton yarn (for 
local manufacture of cloth), showed large increases, while 
Japanese cotton goods, except grey shirtings, showed a 
marked falling off. This falling off was probably due to 
sympathy with the boycott in Shanghai and South China. 
There was a corresponding increased demand for locally 
manufactured ‘‘patriotic’’? cloth, which meant an increase 
in the import of Indian cotton yarn used in the manufacture. 
One hundred mills are now working where there were only 
twenty in 1918. Import of aniline dyes was more than 
doubled, and there was a record import of 5,180,000 gallons 
of American kerosene oil. Sumatra oil also showed an 
increase. 

While foreign trade was prosperous, the chaos in the money 
market was ruinous to the native import trade, and many 
junks, of which only 913 entered from the South, as against 
1515 in 1918, discharged their cargoes in Shantung ports 
on learning of local conditions. 

The export of local produce was particularly brisk during 
1919, partly owing to increased tonnage available, and 
partly owing to demand from Japan, often on American 
account. Four new oil mills employing oil engines were 
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cpened in the course of the year. Export of beans and bean 
products rose to pre-war figures—bean oil, 106,348 piculs, 
and bean cake 3,310,000 piculs. Large shipments of Man- 
churian grain took place to Japan, Manchuria enjoying the 
privilege of exporting certain cereals abroad. Raw wild 
silk export increased 85 per cent., waste silk 73 per cent., 
and silk cocoons 300 per cent. 

Exports by junk were affected by high market rates and 
low exchange, so that many junks arriving in ballast to 
ship beans, cake and oil, had to leave without cargoes, Ex- 
ceptions to the decrease in exports were jute, melon seed, 
and castor oil. 

Suippine 1n 1919. 


Tonnage showed an increase of 80 per cent. over 1918, 
being 485 ships of 415,863 tons. The Japanese flag pre- 
dominates with 288 vessels, over half of which entered in 
ballast. There were 120 Chinese vessels and 71 British, being 
increases of 88, 52 and 97 per cent. respectively over 1918. 


AnSHAN IRON WoRKS. 


The Anshan Iro: Works, formed in 1916 by the South 
Manchurian Railway with a capital of 10,000,000 yen when 
there was good prospect of obtaining high prices for steel, 
have been seriously handicapped owing to delays in getting 
to work. It was not till the middle of 1919 that any furnaces 
were lit, and the quality of ore was not equal to that at 
first obtained. 

New Cuainese Trapp Po.icy. 

The Taoyin, or Administrator of this district, recently 
entertained the Special Commissioner for Encouragement 
of Trade at lunch, the Consular Body and leading residents 
being present, and subsequently the Chairman of the British 
Chamber of Commerce entertained him at dinner. Various 
speeches were made on both occasions on matters relating 
to trade and local conditions. From the Special Commis- 
sioner’s remarks it was gathered that the Chinese Govern- 
ment, wishing to adopt a new policy towards trade, had 
sent him to make investigations at the various ports with a 
view to removing hindrances to trade. 

In his reply to a speech by the Chairman of the British 
Chamber of Commerce, the Special Commissioner outlined 
the matters already taken in hand and under consideration. 
He referred to appropriations for the conservancy of the 
Liao, and promised to make a recommendation on the sub- 
ject to the Provincial Governor. The question of abolition 
of likin was already occupying the attention of the Chinese 
Government, he stated, and he had already, while in the 
Board of Communications, facilitated arrangements by which 
several railways had compounded for likin in transit by 
terminal payments, so avoiding much trouble and delay in 
transit. The currency question could not be dealt with 
locally, but he hoped would be solved by co-operation between 
the Central and Provincial Governments in establishing a 
Three Provinces Bank for the whole of Manchuria, with a 
branch at Newchwang, and he would so recommend the 
Central Government. . 

With regard to general railway questions, the Special 
Commissioner seemed prepared to recommend competitive 
rates on the Peking-Mukden Railway, which, however, would 
be useless without a sufficient quantity of rolling stock. 





JAPAN (Korea). 


COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL SITUATION. 
(From H.M. Consul-General.) 





SEOUL. 
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The promotion of new companies has been active in Korea — 


for several months, embracing railway extension, reclama- 
tion of land and the development of new and existing 
industries. With a very few exceptions, however, the 
numerous companies projected are in the initial stages of 
formation and, owing to the present general depreciation in 
the money market in Japan, many of them are experiencing 
unexpected difficulties in securing capital. 

The mining business is still suffering from a severe 
depression, which has of late been aggravated by the high 
price of chemicals and machinery. Labour conditions, too, 
are becoming increasingly unsatisfactory. 

The foreign trade figures for the March quarter show 
an increase over the corresponding period of 1919, but this 
is mainly accounted for by increased prices. In imports 
almost all cottons show a decline, and the same is true of 
iron and steel and machinery. In exports, rice, beans and 
hides show large increases. _The value of the imports from 
the United Kingdom during this quarter was £160,125, and 
of exports £734. Japan, of course, secures the greater part 
of the trade. The United States of America exported goods 
to the value of £474,942 to Korea in this quarter. 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 


TURKEY. 


TRADE SITUATION AT SMYRNA. 
(From H.M. Commercial, Secretary.) 
CoNSTANTINOPLE. 

In comparison with the first quarter of 1919, which was 
one of great commercial activity, commerce at Smyrna in 
the first quarter of 1920 was stagnant. oo 

In the beginning of 1919 the country was importing in 
large quantities chiefly manufactured goods, of which the 
country had been denuded during the war, and the import 
of which was now permitted owing to the conclusion of the 
Armistice and the raising of the blockade. These heavy 
imports were quickly absorbed at any price. Again, large 
stocks of native produce had accumulated in Smyrna during 
the war, despite a considerable amount of business with the 
Central Powers, and were exported in the early months of 
last year. 

In the beginning of 1920 the import and export trade was 
largely at a standstill. The peculiar conditions reigning in 
the first quarter of 1919, due to the conclusion of the 
Armistice a few weeks previously, were no longer existent, 
but a new abnormal situation had been created by troubles 
in the interior which had resulted in what was practically 
an economic blockade of Smyrna district, no goods passing 
from either side across the military lines up country. The 
consequence was that goods imported from abroad accumu- 
lated daily in the Customs, importers being unwilling to 
withdraw with no chance of disposing of them, the more so 
as goods are usually consigned to this port cash on delivery. 

In the first three months of 1920 imports totalled 22,335 
tons, valued at £T10,548,003, and exports were 25,681 tons, 
valued at £T6,760,758, the approximate rate of exchange 
being £T4$=£1. Imports, therefore, were equal to 
£2,344,000, and exports £1,502,390. 


CoMPETITION. 








The demand for British goods is very great, and the 
reliability and superiority of the same are generally recog- 
nized. American competition has been very noticeable here 
and in all Near-Eastern markets. In the beginning of 1919, 
Italy, Spain and Greece were able to compete seriously with 
British trade owing to being able to ensure delivery from 
stocks accumulated during the war, but 1920 found this 
competition much diminished. . 

The country being mainly agricultural, and not industrial, 
native products do not figure as serious competitors of 
British goods, which are principally manufactured goods. 


METHODS OF BUSINESS. 

Since the war cash terms have been generally insisted on. 
As a rule American and British firms require 25 per cent. 
cash with the order, and the balance on delivery. Italian 
and French firms are more accommodating. 





LATIN AMERICA. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


TRADE IN MARCH QUARTER. 
(rom H. O. Chalkley, Commercial Secretary to 
H.M. Legation.) 








Buenos AIREs. 


In spite of labour troubles in the ports, Argentine trade 
continued to expand during the first quarter of 1920, the 
enly drawback being the difficulty of obtaining shipment and 
delivery of imported goods. The quantities of produce ex- 
ported from the country reached record figures, and it 1s 
estimated that the excess value of exports over imports 
during the first three months of the year may amount to as 
much as 100,000,000 dols. gold. | Customs receipts from 
import and export duties, especially the latter, show con- 
siderable increases. The commercial situation is sound, 
failures remaining at the low level of the preceding year. 
The staple industries of the country, agricultural and 
pastoral, are all flourishing, with general abundant supplies 
and unslackened demand. 

Further experience of various phases in symptoms of 
labour unrest has accustomed the country to view this in- 
evitable factor of modern conditions with a better sense of 
proportion. It is seen that on the whole Argentina has so 
far suffered as little as could be expected from the social 
evolution of the times, and this conviction has been en- 
couraged by the failure of the incendiarism and general 
subversive movements threatened by anarchistic elements in 
the early months of the year. The prolonged strike between 
the owners and employees of coasting trade shipping at 


| 





IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





Buenos Aires, combined with a port strike at Rosario, 
paralysed river trade and brought about a serious state of 
congestion in the ports, but in spite of these conflicts record 
shipments have been effected, and there is a spirit of con- 
fidence that the disappearance of the remaining difficulties 
will not be long delayed. The National Department of 
Labour has caused the reports of the Whitley Commission 
to be translated and circulated to associations of employers, 
with a strong recommendation that they study the possibility 
of adapting the system of Whitley Councils to Argentine 
conditions. ; 
Imports. 

Custom House receipts for import duties and port charges 
on merchandise landed at Buenos Aires during the first 
quarter of 1920 may be put at approximately 32 million 
dollars currency. These figures show a considerable increase 
over those for previous quarters. 

The bulk of imports continue to be supplied by the United 
States, and although merchandise from that source was 
received in sufficient quantities during the second, third, 
and fourth quarters of last year, to cause prices of certain 
materials to decline slightly, subsequent developments have 
produced firmness with a tendency towards a further rise. 

Imports generally from the United Kingdom show no 
increase of any importance, and complaints are heard on all 
sides of the difficulties experienced in obtaining delivery of 
orders placed with British manufacturers. During the past 
few months the abnormal rates of exchange at which the 
sovereign has been quoted reduced considerably the 
equivalent cost in Argentine currency of goods manufactured 
in Great Britain, but the improvement in the rate which 
has come about recently is regarded by importers as likely 
to reduce the probability of their being able to order British 
goods in preference to those of American origin. These 
remarks apply more especially to building materials and to 
the metal and hardware trades generally. 

TEXTILES. 


As regards textiles, extraordinarily high prices are ruling, 
but for some weeks past the desire to continue to place orders, 
which must necessarily be subject to delivery several months 
hence, appears to have weakened and indicates that im- 
porters prefer to await further developments in the United 
Kingdom, the principal source of supply, before binding 
themselves to heavy purchases, at high figures, of goods 
which are not likely to be available for shipment for over a 
year yet. 

Fairly considerable quantities of wearing apparel of all 
kinds have been imported during the quarter ended 31st 
March, and it is considered that, in view of the general 
prosperity in this country, the demand is not likely to 
diminish in the immediate future. A representative of one 
of the largest general outfitters has stated that his firm can 
readily dispose of their supplies; their principal difficulty is 
that of obtaining adequate quantities. In these lines 
Japanese and Italian manufacturers are being entrusted 
with many orders which would undoubtedly be sent to the 
United Kingdom if such requirements could be suitably 
filled within reasonable periods. 

Imports from Japan during the quarter ended 3lst March 
have not increased, and may be regarded as practically 
similar to the average quantities imported last year. 


GERMAN GoopDs. 


One of the features in connection with imports during the 
quarter ended 3lst March is the fact that a few steamers 
carrying goods manufactured in Germany have landed 
cargoes at Buenos Aires, and it is stated that supplies from 
that country may now be counted upon. Among the goods 
already landed here figured chemicals, patent medicines, 
engines, pianos, enamelled ware, cutlery, surgical instru- 
ments, toys and fancy goods. 

The steadily-increasing demand for motor cars throughout 
the Republic continues to be filled by vehicles made in the 
United States, the number of cars imported from other 
countries being still very small. 


Exports. 
The exports of wheat, maize and linseed by far exceed 
those registered in the first quarter of recent years, as will 
be seen from the following table :— 





1918. 1919. 1920. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Wheat .......... 414,969 271,250 1,612,104 
SS. ccerseuees 135,573 314,411 862 500 
Linseed... 129,142 56,829 314,354 
ls * <einssneoasing 13,410 64,162 109 447 
. | eer 693,094 706,652 


2,898,405 


——_— oo 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE— continued. 





Shipments of flour have also greatly exceeded those 
hitherto effected in the same three months of other years, 
this year’s total of 74,528 tons comparing with 18,965 in the 
same period of 1919, and with 23,159 (the highest previous 
quarter’s record), in 1916. 


QUEBRACHO EXTRACT AND OTHER PRODUCTS. 


Shipments of quebracho extract this year, at 32,022 tons, 
compare with 11,853 tons at same stage of last year, and 
with 32,849 tons for first quarter of 1916—the highest figure 
recorded for the first quarter of the year. Butter exports, 
at 150,175 cases (of 25 kilos), show a considerable falling off 
compared with those in the first three months of 1919, when 
they amounted to 239,807. This is due to the temporary 
cessation of shipments to the United Kingdom pending new 
arrangements for Government purchases, which have now 
been completed. Exports of hides are higher than for the 
first quarter of the last few years. Dry ox hides, at 453,913 
compare with 75,472 at same stage of 1919, and salted hides 
at 649,693, with 408,312. Wool shipments have been 
heavier than might have been expected, given the present 
dullness of the wool market, but it is probable that in the 
77,154 bales shipped up to 3lst March last is included a 
considerable quantity previously acquired for foreign 
account. 

Meat shipments show a slight decline on a year ago. During 
the past three months there were exported from the 
Republic 1,205,548 quarters of frozen beef; 265,301 carcases 
of frozen mutton, and 46,126 of frozen lamb. For the same 
period of 1919 the figures were respectively 1,317,098, 
324,020, and 49,621. The shipment of chilled meat, which 
was discontinued during the war, has not yet been resumed. 

The exchange situation has reacted to some extent pre- 
judicially against the expansion of the export trade; but, in 
the main, Argentine exported products are so essential to 
economic reconstruction that even countries with depreciated 
currencies must make the necessary sacrifice to secure them. 
It is fortunate that at the time of the world’s greatest need 
Argentina is available as a source of supply of foodstuffs and 
raw materials, with bountiful crops and abundant produc- 
tion. It was expected that the demand for these products 
would be considerable after the close of hostilities, but fears 
were entertained of a shortage of tonnage and of restricted 
consumption in foreign markets. As events have turned out, 
tonnage is ample, and the only deterrent to demand is the 
unlooked-for collapse of exchange. Nevertheless, as shown 
by figures of exports, during recent months the urgent needs 
of consuming countries have over-ridden the influence of 
exchange, and Argentine produce has been acquired in 
larger quantities than ever before. The only exceptions are 
butter and the coarser varieties of wool. There is a con- 
siderable accumulation of these products, for which a revival 
of interest by overseas buyers is anxiously awaited. Even 
in spite of abundant crops, the question is beginning to be 
asked whether the country will not be drained of its food 
supplies, and whether steps should not be taken to prohibit 
further export of wheat at a given moment, as is already 
the case with sugar. One result of the situation is that 
prices in Argentine currency to the producer, although not 
to the local consumer, have been kept down by the only 
factor—exchange, which would curb an almost limitless 
demand. Public attention is more attracted to the apprecia- 
tion of Argentine currency and to the ‘‘favourable’’ balance 
of trade than to the depressing effect of these conditions on 
the prices of exported commodities. The rise in prices of 
cereals during March was due more to congestion in ports 
and railways and consequent difficulty in meeting commit- 
ments, rather than to supply and demand. 


BRAZIL. 








TRADE OF PARA IN MARCH QUARTER. 


(From H.M. Consul.) 
Para. 


Trade conditions in Para during the first quarter of 1920 
were marked by little activity, due chiefly to the extreme 
depression which continued to prevail in the rubber industry. 
High, firm exchange, with which the year opened, began to 
fall during the second half of the quarter. 

Exports of rubber were quite free during the quarter, but 
it is felt that large quantities are going forward unsold, and 
that this is depressing the market. 

The nut crop began early, but practically proved a failure 
owing to the shortage of supplies. Quality was only moderate, 
but there was keen competition and prices remained at a 
high level. Small parcels of cotton—the remainder of last 








IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—contiaued. 





year’s crop—and increased quantities of timber contributed 
the remainder of the export trade, for which there was ample 
shipping, both to the United Kingdom and the United States 
of America. 

The import trade showed little animation during the 
quarter. High prices for merchandise and a dearth of money 
are the complaints commonly heard. 

With a view to protecting their interests, the wholesale 
importers in the provision trade have formed what has been 
described as a ‘‘trust,”” under the name of the ‘‘Commercial 
Importers’ Association.’’ The activities of the Association 
are mostly concerned with national products and do not affect 
foreign imports so much. The importers have also imposed 
stricter conditions of sale with the retailers. 

Imports from Sweden have begun to make their re-appear- 
ance in the Para market, but there was a big falling off in 
the general imports from the United States of America. 

With regard to future industrial development, it is cur- 
rently reported that the principals of a local firm, after a 
visit to manufacturing centres in the United States, are to 
establish a factory for the production of crepe rubber, in 
the belief that local rubber grades will fetch better prices if 
marketed in this way. 

It is also reported that the same firm intend shortly to 
establish a textile factory in order to utilise the local cotton 
crop, which year by year is becoming of more importance. 


The establishment of a factory for the making of glassware, 


principally bottles, has also been under consideration, but 
in the present depressed condition of trade it is doubtful if 
any or all of these projects will be proceeded with in the 
near future. 


RvBBER. 


Notwithstanding reduced prices, the exports of rubber 
were well maintained, and 9,500 tons were shipped, as com- 
pared with 11,500 tons for the same period of 1919. The 
United States of America took 75 per cent. of the quarter’s 
export and Europe 25 per cent. 


Nots. 


Exports of nuts to 3lst March totalled 1,890 tons, ot which 
879 tons went to New York, and 1,011 tons to Europe. The 
bulk of the purchasing was done in execution of orders from 
England, American buyers, contrary to anticipations, being 
very few. Shipments of nuts from the Amazon Valley 
during 1919 totalled 24,039 tons, of which 16,562 tons went 
to the United States, and 7,477 tons to the United Kingdom. 
The crop of nuts is expected to fall short of last year’s yield 
by about 55 per cent., but a very large crop is anticipated 


for 1921. 
TIMBER. 


There was a considerable increased movement at the port 
in connection with the export of timber. Both for Lisbon 
and Liverpool there were large consignments of Freijd, a 
variety of wood which is being utilised for the manufacture 
of barrels for wine and beer. Cedar logs also went in large 
quantities to New York. 


VoLUME OF TRADE. 


Imports during the quarter totalled 51,643 metric tons, as 
compared with 55,655 in the same period of 1919; and the 
principal exports amounted to 14,345 metric tons, against 
16,673 in the March quarter of the previous year. 





NICARAGUA. 





ESTABLISHMENT OF GLASS AND CHINA 
INDUSTRY. 


By a recent Decree a contract has been approved between 
the Government and a private contractor for establishing a 
new industry for making glassware and china. The con- 
tractor undertakes to install factories within two years of 
the approval of the contract, and the headquarters of the 
undertaking will be at the city of Leon. The Government 
cedes to the contractor and his heirs and his successors, 
during a period of 20 years, exemption from the payment of 
any other taxes than those actually established. 

The contractor is empowered to pass the contract in whole 
or in part to any other person or national company or 
foreigners, but in no case to a foreign Government. The 
contractor, however, and his successors must have their 
domicile, and their representative with full powers, in the 
country. 
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Finance and Banking. 


BULGARIA. 
FINANCIAL POSITION. 


(From the British Commercial Commissioner.) 
SOFIA. 








The Bulgarian Minister of Finance, summarising the 
financial position of Bulgaria in his recent Budget Speech, 
pointed out that since 1912 the country has had a deficit. In 
1914 it was 68 millions, in 1915 993 millions, in 1916 353 
millions, in 1918 1,499 millions, and in 1919 686 million leva. 
The public debt of Bulgaria, reckoned at the present rate of 
exchange, reaches the figure of 22 milliards—an average of 
5.126 leva per head of population. | 

In the financial year 1919-1920 which has elapsed, 
292. 474,930 leva were spent on official salaries; on invalids’ 
pensions, assistance and_ stipends, 137,768,431 leva; on 
amortisation, interest on State debts and material expenses, 
582.342,.724 leva; for supplementary official _ salaries, 
341.242.363 leva; for half-yearly salaries of officials, 
99,929,000; for supplementary credits 20,700,000; of the 
39.000,000 credit for police, 10,000,000 have been spent. In 
all 1.505,705,000 leva have been expended during the last 
financial year. | 

Against this expenditure until Ist April last, 819,753,100 
leva have been received, i.e., the Budget balance-sheet for 
last vear closed with a deficit of 686,041,900 leva. To this 
deficit must be added expenditure in respect of military 
credits amounting to over 400,000,000 for the financial year 
1919-1920. 

The Budget for the first six months of the present financial 
year 1920-1921 under the head of expenditure amounts to 
1.559,.889.137 leva, or 3,119,778,374 leva for the whole year, 
and if the expenditure on military credits is added, the total 
becomes 3,500,000 ,000 leva. 

Against this tremendous expenditure the revenues hither- 
to received by the Government may be set, together with the 
new ones projected, but according to the reckoning of the 
Finance Minister himself, they will hardly produce 
1.200,000,000 leva. In short, a deficit of at least 2 milliard 
leva is indicated. 





POLAND. 





LOANS AGAINST FOREIGN SECURITIES. 
(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation.) 
WaRSAW. 

The following Order regulating the granting of loans 
against foreign currencies and securities was published in 
the Official Gazette (‘‘Dziennik Ustaw’’) of 19th May, with 
reference to the Bill regulating the control of banks in 
Poland. (See the ‘Journal’ of 20th May, page 686.) 

Art, 1.—Banks will not be allowed to grant loans against 
foreign currencies, drafts, cheques, etc., payable in foreign 
currency, or to accept the above as deposits, if the person who 
deposits such documents does not possess an import permit 
for goods from the Export and Import Department to a 
value which is not smaller than the value of the document 
deposited in the bank. 

Art. 2.—The acceptance of a document under the above 
conditions must be duly booked by the bank, stating the 
name and address of the possessor of the permit, and the 
number and date of the permit. A note of the nominal value 
of the documents deposited must be made on the permit 
liself, and the signature of the bank affixed to it. The per- 
mit can only be used for one transaction. 

Art. 3.—Any transgression of this Order will be punished 
as stated in the Decree regulating the establishment of 
private banks and exchange offices. 

The Order came into force on the day of publication. 





SINGAPORE. 


CHINESE FANK’S EXTENSIONS. 
(Fiom H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
SINGAPORE. 


At the third annual general meeting of the Ho-Hong 
Bank, Ltd., the leading Chinese bank in the Straits Settle- 
ments, the Chairman, Dr. Lim Boon Keng (a member of the 
Legislative Council), stated that in the year under review 
agencies had been established in London, New York, San 
Francisco, Shanghai, Hongkong. Batavia, Sourabava, and 
Samarang. The capital of the bank is now 3,000,000 dols. 








FINANCE AND BANKING —continued. 





A dividend of 74 per cent. was declared, and 162,500 dols. 
was carried to reserve, bringing this up to 200,000 dols. The 
head office of the bank is in Singapore, and there are 
branches at Penang, Malacca, Muar, and Batur Pahat. 





Shipping. 





AUSTRALIA. 





THE NEW NAVIGATION BILL. 


A copy of the new Navigation Bill introduced in the 
Commonwealth Senate on:6th May may be consulted on 
application to the Shipping and Transport Section of the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
K.C. 2. This Bill, if passed, will amend the Navigation Act 
of 1912-1919. It will be cited as the Navigation Act, 1920. 





NETHERLANDS. 





BILL FOR THE REVISION OF DUTCH 
SHIPPING LAWS. 


The Dutch Shipping Laws were framed in 1850, in the days 
of sailing ships, and have only been slightly modified since. 
Consequently, it is considered that they do not meet modern 
requirements, and the Chambers of Commerce in Amsterdam 
: “Rotterdam have protested from time to time against 
them. 


Since 1905 several efforts have been made to revise them, 
and the Government have now introduced a new Bill, em- 
bodying the main points of a Report, which has been before 
the Second Chamber for some time. 


This Bill, as summarised in ‘‘Het Vaderland,”’ only deals 
with the commercial section of the Maritime Law. leaving 
unaltered the regulations on insurance and injury, the 
articles between skipper and crew, the matter of salvage, 
and inland navigation. 


Besides the regulations which were left standing, it con- 
tains clauses applicable to present conditions, in the treat- 
ment of which the question of the liabilities of the ship- 
owners arose. According to Continental Law, the shipowner 
is surety with his ship and the freight only, while according 
to British law he is surety with all he possesses, the relation- 
ship between owner and captain being considered the same 
as that between employer and employee. The surety is 
limited to an amount of £8 per ton for material damages, 
and £15 per ton for personal damages, which amounts 
depend on the estimated value of the ship. The difference in 
principle, however, lies in the fact that according to British 
law the vessel sails at the risk of the owner, while according 
to Continental law it sails at the risk of the creditors, who 
lose all rights in case of loss. 


According to British law cases of damages are considered 
individually, while according to Continental law the reverse 
is the case. 

As it proved impossible to reconcile this difference, the 
Government proposes to adopt the British system, the pre- 
dominance of limited liability companies rendering such a 
course possible. It is proposed to limit the surety to 50 florins 
per cubic metre for personal as well as material damages. 
The liabilities of the captain, which are considerable at 
present, are to be reduced within the limits of civil law, 
while he would only be held responsible when acting without 
authority. In all other cases the owners are responsible for 
his actions and for those of the crew. 


Furthermore, it is proposed to keep special registers for 
Dutch ships of all transfers which take place. The new 
regulations for chartering distinguish between long charter 
and short charter, and rules are laid down for bills of lading. 
The proposed regulations as to passenger boats and regular 
services are based on the assumption that such services are 
run for the convenience of the public. 
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Railways. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


PROPOSED REORGANISATION OF RAILWAYS. 

[In a White Paper (Cmd. 787) the Ministry of Transport 
have described a proposed scheme of reorganisation of 
British railways. We give a summary below :— 








GROUPING. 

It is proposed that the railways of Great Britain should 
he formed into a limited number of groups, say, five or six 
for England and Wales and one for Scotland. The Irish 
railwavs naturaijly fall to be dealt with under the new legisla- 
tion in regard to Ireland. The groups will be determined 
on the basis of operating economy, and all direct competition 
between the groups will, as far as possible, be eliminated. 
The groups which it is proposed to form are roughly :— 

1. Southern, combining the South-Eastern and Chatham, 
the Brighton, and the South-Western. 

2. Western, the present Great Western system with the 
Welsh lines. 

3 North-Western, combining the North-Western, the 
Midland and the Lancashire and Yorkshire, North 
Staffordshire and Furness. 

4. Eastern. combining the Great Northern, the Great 
Central, and the Great Eastern. 

5. North-Eastern, the present North-Eastern system 

and the Hull and Barnsley. 

London Group (local lines) ; 
and a 

Scottish Group for the whole of Scotland. 

In each case the new group would absorb the smaller and 
independent broad gauge lines within its area, but railways 
which may be classified as ‘‘light,’? whether existing or 
future, will be wholly excluded from this grouping arrange- 
ment, and proposals with regard to these light railways are 
indicated later. 

It is hoped that the amalgamation of companies in the 
respective groups will be carried out voluntarily; but as the 
scheme depends on the amalgamations, powers will be sought 
in a future Transport Bill to compel amalgamations (on 
terms, failing agreement, to be settled by some tribunal) in 
any cases where they are not voluntarily completed in a 
reasonable time to be specified. 

It is recognised that a more logical grouping of the exist- 
ine systems might result if regard were had _ exclusively 
either to geographical or to operating considerations; but 
the amalgamation of complete undertakings as the initial 
step will avoid many of the difficulties which would arise if 
undertakings had to be divided. It would be open to the 
new group companies to exchange between themselves lines 
which project from the territory of one group into that of 
another, and at a later stage it may become necessary to 
require them to do so. 


_— 


MANAGEMENT. 


Each of the grouped railways will require a Board of 
Management, and in order to secure efficiency and uni- 
formity, and avoid undue cost, the number of members com- 
posing the Board should be limited to probably 21. The 
composition of the Board is considered to be of the greatest 
importance, and whilst in the past the directors of railway 
companies have all been appointed by the shareholders, the 
Government are of opinion that the time has arrived when 
the workers—both officials and manual workers—should have 
some yoice in the management. 

The Board of Management should, in the opinion of the 
Government, be composed of representatives— 

(a) of the shareholders, who should form a majority on 
the Board, and of whom a proportion should hold 
large trading interests ; 

and 

(hb) of employees, of whom one-third might be leading 
administrative officials of the group, to be co- 
opted by the rest of the Board, and two-thirds 
members elected from and by the workers on the 
railway. 

FINANCE. 

The Act of Parliament should lay it down that rates and 
fares shall be fixed at such a level as, with efficient and 
economical management, will in the opinion of a prescribed 
authoritv enable railway companies to earn a net revenue 
substantially equivalent, on some pre-war basis to be settled 
in the Act. to the combined net revenue of all the companies 
absorbed in the group. With due care and economy it 
should be possible for group companies to improve on their 
pre-war return: but, in that event, the Government is of 
opinion that such surplus revenues should not accrue entirely 
to the companies. The State would be very materially ex- 
tending the “charter” of the companies and is entitled to 
participate in such surplus revenues, and settlement of a 
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suitable sliding scale to regulate their division presents no 
insuperable difficulty. 


. DEVELOPMENT Funp. 

It is not contemplated that the Government’s share of the 
surplus revenues should be thrown into the general revenue 
of the country. Much development work has to be done 
which is beyond the financial resources of the localities, and 
the intention is that the Government’s share of these surplus 
profits should be funded for development purposes, to assist 
backward districts, to develop light railways, and for other 
appropriate purposes in connection with transportation, as 
may be approved by Parliament in the Act. | 


2 RaTEs AND WAGES. 

'he Government does not propose to give to the companies 
any financial guarantee. Li proposes to set up a flexible 
rates machinery, which will enable appropriate charges to 
be levied, and to leave the railway companies to rely upon 
this machinery for the maintenance of the financial position 
of the groups at the level agreed. 

It is proposed to provide by the Bill for a permanent 
machinery to deal with questions of railway wages and 
working conditions on the lines of the two Boards which 
have been established temporarily by agreement—namely 
the Central Wages Board, consisting of equal numbers of 
managers and then, with an appeal to the National Wages 
Board, consisting of four managers, four men, and four 
users of the railway, with an impartial chairman 

It will be proposed to confer certain powers ‘upon the 
State in relation to railways: — . 

(a) For the protection of the public. 

(b) For the economical working of the railway systems 
of the country. — 

(c) To safeguard national interests. 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


RAILWAY IN THE PROVINCE OF 
CORRIENTES. 


(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation.) 
BvuENos AIREs. 

The Government of the Province of Corrientes has granted 
a concession to a North American Syndicate to construct a 
railway line in that Province and to exploit same for fifty 
years, although the Government reserves the right of ex- 
propriating the permanent way, rolling stock, and other 
assets of the concern at any time, upon payment of the real 
value of same plus a premium of 20 per cent. 

It is stated that the stations will be located at places to 
be selected by the Government of that Province, and, that in 
order to prevent land speculation, the ground adjoining the 
stations will be sub-divided and offered for sale at prices 
which will be decided upon beforehand. | 

The title of the new concern is to be that of ‘Ferrocarril 
Colonista Corrientino’”’ (Corrientes Colonising Railway). 





NEW 








BRAZIL. 
PROPOSED RAILWAYS FOR PARANA. 


_ A definite railway system has been planned out for Parana, 
involving the construction of many hundreds of miles of 
lines. At present this State possesses only about one-sixth 
of the railway mileage of the State of Sao Paulo, and its 
resources are consequently not so highly developed. 

A projected law has been presented to the Legislative 
Congress by the Public Works and Finances Committee, by 
which the Executive Power is to be authorised to organise 
a general plan of railways for the State. Under this plan 
the line from Paranagua-Curityba-Gurapuava, and thence 
to the Paraguayan frontier, is to be considered a principal 
trunk line to which certain branch lines are to be built. Any 
other concession for lines which would serve the above- 
mentioned, and those forming part of the general system of 
railways of the State, is to be considered as a branch or 
sub-branch line. 

Article 4 of the project provides for the prorogation of the 
time limits of existing railway concessions, and for such 
alterations as may be deemed necessary to the direction of 
the lines therein, in order to adapt them to the new scheme. 

The British Chamber of Commerce at Sao Paulo states 
that the fact that the Parana Government is deeply 
interested in the matter should be an inducement to British 
capitalists and engineers to consider the matter of securing 
if possible contracts for all or part of the work. The 
Chamber recommends that interested concerns should send 
out representatives armed with full powers to investigate 
and secure the concessions. 
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Textiles. 


ITALY. 
THE GENISTA INDUSTRY. 


In various parts of Italy the genista grows in profusion, 
but up to the present no considerable exploitation has taken 
place. The following information has been forwarded by 
H.M. Consular Officers on the available supplies, and on the 
use made of the plant in the country. 

H.M. Consul at Florence states that it is regarded as a 
ubiquitous weed, and is not cultivated for any purpose in 
Tuscany. The peasants use it for making rough baskets, 
but it has no commercial value in that part of Italy. 

H.M. Consul at Naples reports that this plant grows very 
extensively on the slopes of Monte Somma and Monte 
Vesuvio. The leaf gives a very good fibre resembling hemp. 
It has, however only been experimented with, and has never 
been commercially developed. On the other hand, agave 
siciliana is found growing in great quantities along the 
railways in Sicily, especially in the Provinces of Trapani and 
Palermo, and in some parts of Calabria, and if the leaf is 
properly treated by modern machinery it gives an excellent 
fibre which is used for small ropes. It resembles manila 
and is very.strong, and could easily be cultivated in locali- 
ties near the sea. 

H.M. Consul at Palermo states that two societies have 
been formed recently with a capital of 100,000 lira and 
60,000 lira respectively for development purposes. In the 
case of one the land on which the plant grows is owned by 
the shareholders, who intend starting operations this vear. 
They have so far not erected any machinery, but it is under- 
stood that they intend doing so as soon as possible. 

Samples of the genista fibre grown jn Mormanno may be 
consulted by British firms interested on application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, West- 
minster, S.W.1. The samples include unbleached fibre, half- 
bleached, and finished fibre of the finest quality. 


————— 


PB JAPAN. 


COTTON SPINNING INDUSTRY IN 1919. 
(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Embassy.) 
Toko. 














The registered capital of the members of the Japanese 
Cotton Spinners’ Association was about 109,679,000 yen at 
the end of 1914, and 202,177,000 yen in June, 1919. = At 
present it is probably some 300,000,000 yen. Paid-up 
capital rose from 85,820,000 yen in December, 1914, to 
147,157,000 in June, 1919. Reserves rose from 36,639,000 
yen to 110, 447,000 ven during the same period. 

At the end of 1919, according to data supplied by the 
secretary of the Association, there were 3,425,932 ring 
spindles, 52,330 mule spindles, and 410,290 doubling spindles 
in operation, with 44,401 weaving machines. 

Yarn PropvuctTion AND DEMAND. 


The production of yarn in 1917 amounted to 1,923,841 
bales, in 1918 to 1,803,866 bales, and in 1919 to 1,920,782 
bales. The home demand for yarn in 1917 absorbed 1,453,893 
bales, and in 1918 accounted for 1,383,442 bales. 


Exports oF Cotton YARN IN 1919. 


The following figures have been issued by the Japan Raw 
Cotton Dealers’ Guild relative to exports of cotton yarn 
during 1919: — 

Bales. Bales. 
14 counts and under 17,96] 32 counts and under 30,501 
16 counts and under 44,403 42 counts and under 46,848 
20 counts and under 84,444 43 counts and over 4,322 

The bulk went to China, India taking 4,640 bales, and 
Manila 517 bales. 


Exports oF Cotton Textitres 1n 1919. 

The value of cotton textiles exported from Japan in 1919 
was 280,311,000 yen, comparing with 287,913,000 yen in 
1918, and only 33,605,000 yen in 1913. 

The amounts and values of the principal cotton textiles 
exported during 1918 and 1919 were as follows: — 


1918. 1919. 
Yards. Value. Yards, Value. 
Yen. Yen. 
Imitation nankeens ............ 70,337.000 133,443,000 77,421,000 11,324,000 


Drills and twilled shirtings 184,286,000 58,445,000 235,469,000 
my shirtings and sheetings 299,653,000 94,727,000 
White do. 57,300,000  19,349.000 


52.998 N00 
259.072.0000 88,941,000 
59.510.000 = =15,028,000 
7.7450 
15,202,000 


COPS e ee eee eeeee 


Cotton prints... 45.795,000 12.803.0% 22.016.000 
er 68,370,000 18.640.000  €8,971,000 


DESTINATION OF Exports. 


The principal purchasers of cotton textile during 1919 
were: —China, 143,000,000 yen; Kwantung, 44,000,000 ven; 
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India, 29,000,000 yen; Netherland East Indies, 24,000,000 
ven; and Siberi ia, 18, (00,000 yen. 
CotTon-SrinNING MACHINERY. 

While it is stated that Japanese-made spindles are costly 
and not satisfactory, it is also reported that negotiations 
have been started with the Government for the manufac- 
ture of spinning machinery at the Imperial Arsenal. Large 
uumbers of spindles are on order from the United Kingdom 
and the United States, but it is expected that it will take 
several years to fulfil these outstanding contracts. Installa- 
tions of general mill machinery will take even longer to 
complete, it is reckoned, and plans are on foot to get second- 
hand machinery from Russia as soon as conditions permit. 

Besides the proposed manufacture of spinning machinery 
hy the Arsenal, the work is being taken up tentatively by 
a number of separate concerns. “Among others, the Tokio 
Gas and Electric Company hope to turn out 100,000 spindles 
per annum. They have hitherto worked on machinery for 
homp and silk. 

[Note.—An article on Cotton Industry Developments in 
japan during the war years and immediately after, was 
published in the ‘Journal’ of 26th February (pages 
O9-10).] 
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Chemicals, Oils, Etc. 


AUSTRALIA. 
OIL PROSPECTING IN QUEENSLAND. 


The Surveyor of the Queensland Department of Agricul- 
ture has made application to the Mines Department for a 
licence to prospect for oil on an area of 2,000 acres, which is 
included in the abattoirs reserve near Goodna, Brisbane. 
The reserve in question embraces 2,748 acres. 

At various spots in this locality ‘and in the surrounding 
country unmistakable indications of the presence of oil have 
heen detected. The Petroleum Act of 1915 was recently 
amended in certain particulars, and under its provisions 
licences may now be granted for five years to prospect for 
petroleum, during which period the licensee is entitled to 
apply for a lease ‘of 60 acres, on which he would be required 
to pay the Crown a royalty of 12} per cent. of the gross 

value of the oil produced; but he would also be entitled to 
receive a royalty of 2} per cent. on all oil obtained from the 
balance of the prospecting block of 2,000 acres during the 
period he occupies and works his lease. 














NIGERIA. 
NOTES ON THE OIL PALM. 


(From the Comptroller of Customs.) 





LAGos. 


The exploitation of the oil palm is still essentially a 
native industry in Nigeria, though two European enter- 
prises are now extracting oil within the country. The 
operations of one company have been so successful that they 
propose to extend their operations to new districts at an 
early date. 

It is said that oil palms are actually planted by the 
native, but if so, it is on a very small scale. What happens 
is that natural seedlings, of which millions grow and perish 
annually, are left ‘‘unweeded’”’ when clearings are made for 
farms, and are thus able to survive owing to the diminished 
danger of being smothered by more vigorous weeds. Such 
seedlings as are thus accidentally protected are likewise 
accidentally cultivated, getting the benefit of the little cul- 
tivation given to the other crops on the farm. It is com- 
monly stated by natives that oil palms on such farms are 
more prolific than bush palms, which is extremely probable. 
Growth and reproduction in wild palms is extremely slow, 
and whereas a deliberately cultivated palm begins to bear 
small bunches (of little value, it is true) at about the fifth 
or sixth year, it is not improbable that first fruiting is 
delaved ten or fifteen vears in the bush, till the palms can 
set their heads exposed to free air and sunlight. 

So far as is known, the oil palm is subject to no serious 
disease, but up country it suffers annually and severely by 
heing swept bv bush fires. It is not uncommon to see the 
oil-bearing bunches of fruits ablaze, and the whole crown 
severely scorched. Another serious menace is the tapping 
of the palms for toddv by the illicit method of stem (cabbage) 
incision, a method illegal amongst the people themselves, 
thouch now too freauently overlooked and left unpunished. 
Tapping the stem of the male inflorescence does little or no 
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damage, though oil is lost by the cutting out of undeveloped 
fruiting bunches to the greater convenience of the tapper. 
Tapping is believed to be on the increase since the imposi- 
tion of the heavy duties on imported spirits, but the evidence 
is not too conclusive. Further, it is, perhaps (and always 
has been), commoner in up-country districts where the more 
economic exploitation of the palm for oil is not sufficiently 
profitable owing to the low prices for oil and kernels, which 
have to bear heavy transport charges to the coast. Wine- 
getting in such districts is a much more profitable business 
and less laborious than oil extraction, in consequence of 
which the only oil production of such places is for local 
consumption. A considerable quantity of kernels in such 
places are consumed in the native soap-making industry. 
NEED FoR RESEARCH. 

Research is desirable on the keeping qualities of oils pre- 
pared in different ways. It is notorious that the pericarp 
oil which the native makes for his own consumption is of a 
better quality than what he takes to the European factory. 
It is more carefully prepared, and may be described as twice 
boiled. An extra boiling has often to be given at the buying 
factory (carried out by the seller), which, while it eliminates 
water, cannot affect the free acid content that has accumu- 
lated since the time of the original preparation. The 
original extra careful straining and boiling carried out at 
the first preparation probably accounts for the superior 
quality of the oil which the native retains for his own con- 
sumption. 

NEED FOR CHEAPER MACHINERY. 

While the oil palm industry suffers like all others from 
insufticient and excessively expensive transport facilities, 
it has suffered most, perhaps, from a want of enterprise by 
the merchants in failing to put on the market cheap and 
sufficient nut-cracking machines, and perhaps, also, simple 
presses, but especially the former. This question is really 
one of great urgency with the discovery of new sources of 
vegetable oil in different tropical countries, and commercial 
development of the hydrogenation process are now making 
low fish oils possible substitutes. Palm nut cracking by 
hand is laborious work, and serious competition of other 
oils might lead to a fall in price that would make the local 
industry unprofitable. It has been said that a commercial 
use has been found for the shells, but no details have been 
published. 

CoPRA. 

The coconut palm, though abundant throughout the 
Southern Provinces, few villages being without a few palms, 
has not yet been exploited for copra except at one or two 
places on the coast. The climate up-country is admirably 
suited for copra production. The trees can stand the Har- 
mattan and the Harmattan could be used as a copra drier 
of the first order. The palms mature their main crop just 
about the time of the onset of the dry season. Nowhere is 
the coconut used as a source of toddy. 

The only other palm of economic importance, one which 
is indigenous to the country, is the wine palm (Raphia 
vinifera), which is a source of piassava fibre. Though the 
palm is extremely common, it has so far received little 
attention as a source of fibre. 

Exrort oF Patm KERNELS, ETC. 

In 1919 216,915 tons of palm kernels, valued at £4,947 ,995, 
were exported from Nigeria, compared with 205,167 tons, 
valued at £3,233,080, in 1918. Palm-oil exported weighed 
100,967 and 86,425 tons in the same years, being valued at 
£4,245.893 in 1919 and £2,704,445 in 1918. 

Ground-nut exports were 39,335 tons and 57,554 tons in 
1919 and 1918 respectively, valued at £698,702 and £920,137. 
Cota NvtTs. 

The Gold Coast variety of the cola nut can be successfully 
cultivated in many parts of the Southern Provinces. In 
some districts the farmers have found that it is even a 
more profitable crop to grow than cocoa. Each year about 
£200,000 worth of cola nuts is imported from the Gold 
Coast; efforts are therefore being made to encourage the 
extensive cultivation of this crop. With this object in view, 
the Agricultural Department has, during the last two years, 
distributed about 73,000 cola seeds and 27,000 cola plants 
to farmers. 


) BALTIC STATES. 
THE TANNING INDUSTRY. 


Before the war the tanning and leather industry was one 
of the most important in Lithuania, states H.M. Consul at 
Kovno. The tanneries of Fraenkel, Nurok Bros... and 
Khorozhitski at Shavli were among the largest factories in 
Russia for production of sole leather and the thicker sorts of 
shoe leather. As the country itself could not provide all the 
necessary raw material for these tanneries, this was imported 
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from Russia, and also the United States. The Fraenkel tan- 
nery was one of the chief contractors for the French army, 
and is said to be the largest in Europe. At Vilna are 
tanneries for the finer sorts of leather, i.e., calf, goat, and 
sheep skin, while at Kedany are several smaller tanneries 
for preparing patent leather, which before the war was 
exported to the United States. At the present time these 
tanneries are idle. 

The great shortage of manufactured leather during the 
German military occupation of Lithuania, and the establish- 
ment by the Germans of the so-called ‘‘Zwangswirtschaft’’ 
(compulsory labour), combined to give an impetus to the 
development of household industries in this country. In 
order to avoid military requisitions at low prices, the 
peasants began to dress skins themselves, and have not ceased 
to do so till this day. There are many such household 
tanneries in Lithuania. 

Some of these were real tanneries before the war, employ- 
ing as many as forty workmen and dressing between 200 and 
300 skins a week; but owing to the dislocation caused by the 
war they are now short-handed and operate in a more or less 
primitive fashion. 

Until the end of 1919 control of leather raw material was 
under the Ministry of Defence, which requisitioned skins 
for military purposes, the export of skins being prohibited. 
Since the beginning of 1920 some 100,000 skins of various 
kinds have been exported against licences, as payment for 
other commodities, but many traders who were granted 
licences have made no use of them in view of the recent 
slump in prices abroad. 

In round figures, the proportions of different hides avail- 
able for export are:—50 per cent. calf skin, 35 per cent. 
cattle hides, and 15 per cent. horse hides. Goat and sheep 
are excluded, as these are not admitted for export. 


PRESENT CONDITION OF TANNERIES. 


The buildings of the Fraenkel tannery, which were erected 
in 1911, are suffering only from superficial damage. The 
condition of the tanning pits is described as perfectly satis- 
factory. There are 1,391 vats in the tannery. Of these, 370 
concrete vats are all in order; of 1,021 wooden vats, 288 are 
in good repair. This total was formerly sufficient for the 
dressing of 7,200 hides weekly. 

The tannery is equipped with four steam boilers; one 
steam engine of 150 h.p.; and one of two cylinders at present 
working with only one of 75 h.p.; six rolling machines in 
repair; and nine requiring repair. There is a septic tank 
to drain off impurities, and the tannery possesses four 
artesian wells equipped with turbine pumps. 

At the present time the tannery is short of five electric 
motors of 40 h.p. each, the possession of which would enable 
it to dress as many as 3,000 hides weekly under existing con- 
ditions, There are no raw materials on hand in the tannery 
at the present time. 

The tannery is conveniently situated on the shores of the 
Shavli Lake, at only one verst from the railway station, 
with which it is connected by a paved road. 

Besides the Fraenkel tannerv, there are at Shavli the 
Khoronzhitski and Nurok tanneries. The former has hither- 
to been leased to the Lithuanian Commissariat, and the 
Nurok tannery has been temporarily abandoned. The out- 
put of these two establishments was only half that of the 
Fraenkel tannery alone. 

It is stated that when these tanneries were running. their 
leather output was fully equal to the domestic demand, over 
and above what was required for export. 

The Khoronzhitski tannery wil! resume independent work 
shortly on its own resources, but there are prospects that a 
Dutch Consortium will enter into partnership with a capital 
of some millions. The brothers Nurok are also seriously 
considering the renewal of_their activities. 


Tue InNpustTrRY AT RIGA. 


According to H.M. Consul at Riga, the four essential con- 
siderations which govern the possibility of re-establishing 
the tanning industry there are:—(a) stable conditions; (b) 
finance and exchange; (c) labour; (d) outlet. 

By stable conditions is meant not only peace between 
Latvia and Russia and Germany, but also reasonable cer- 
tainty as to the probable future of this country. Prior to 
the war about nine-tenths of the leather produced was dis- 
posed of in Russia, and therefore until communications are 
again opened the industry will probably remain stagnant. 

As regards finance, the original manufacturers either have 
their capital in Russian money or locked up in that country. 
The present exchange value of Latvian money abroad pro- 
hibits the import of the heavy hides and certain essential 
raw products used in the tanning vrocess. Further, the 
local chemical factories are not working, necessitating im- 
portation from abroad. 
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The question of labour is of great importance. First of 
all the military requirements have absorbed available labour, 
and in addition many pre-war workers remain in Soviet 
Russia. Others have obtained situations in various other 
spheres, under Government departments, etc., and are un- 
likely to return to their original trades. Labour will not be 
available in sufficient numbers until it is obtainable from 
Russia. The little tanning going on is done on a primitive 
scale, mostly by firms that have come into existence during 
the war. There is no machinery, as this was all evacuated. 

Transport before the war, which proved equal to require- 
ments, was effected by cartage. This is scarce at present, 
but owing to the proximity of factories of larger means of 
transport, it is not an important item. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


VEGETAPLE AND MINERAL OIL DEVELOP- 
MENTS IN CALIFORNIA. 
(From H.M. Vice-Consul.) 





San D1EGo. 

An announcement was made in April that the Inter- 
national Oil and Transport Company would take over the 
potash plant of the Hercules Company at Chula Vista and 
establish there a petroleum and vegetable oil refinery, soap 
factory, and soda ash plant, and within the neai future a 
sugar beet factory. This is by far the most important 
industrial project that has been consummated in San Diego 
in many years, and will have a far-reaching effect in the 
industrial development of San Diego harbour. 

Nearly 500,000 dols. will be expended immediately in the 
purchase of additional machinery and equipment for the 
petroleum and vegetable oil refinery. The machinery used 
by the Hercules Company in the manufacture of potash and 
by-products of kelp will be utilised by the International Oil 
and Transport Company in the development of this plant. 

A pipe line, 40 miles in length, will be built from the 
Whittier oilfields to a point near Long Beach, where an oil- 
loading wharf will be situated. For the present two 5,000 
barrel barges will be used in transporting the crude oil from 
Long Beach to San Diego. It is planned to extend the pipe 
line direct from the Whittier and Venture fields to the 
Chula Vista a. 

TRADE WITH Far East. 

Extensive contracts also have been entered into with 
vegetable oil exporters to the Orient. Barrels of vegetable 
oils will be shipped from China and the Philippines, 
manufactured into soaps and cosmetics and re-exported to 
the Orient. None of these manufactured vegetable oil com- 
modities will be put. on the local markets, it is announced, 
as Orental contracts call for virtually the entire annual 
output, 

A large amount of machinery at the Hercules plant is 
adaptable for the manufacture of beet sugar, and it is the 
intention of the new company to interest farmers in this 
county and Imperial Valley in the production of beets to 
supply the raw products for a beet sugar mill and refinery. 

The International Oil and Transport Company has 
an authorised capital of 35,000,000 dols., with offices in New 
York, El Paso, and Los Angeles. It owns in fee 2,220 acres 
of oil lands in the Whittier oilfield, in this State, with over 
‘0 producing wells. New wells are being drilled on these 
extensive holdings. It also owns leases of 995 acres in the 
Venture field, and 20 acres in the Chapman oilfield in this 
State, and 100,000 acres in the Tampico (Mexico) oilfields, 
and, in addition thereto, has contracts for several million 
barrels of high-gravity oil from this district, which will be 
transported in oil tankers direct to the plant at Chula Vista. 

The plant comprises 30 acres of land on San Diego Bay, 
with an additional 120 acres of tidelands capable of reclama- 
tion by waterfront development; 22 large, heavy, mill-con- 
struction redwood buildings, one of the largest and best 
equipped industrial power houses on the Pacific coast, con- 
trol and research industrial laboratories; the largest field of 
redwood storage tanks in the United States, having a total 
storage capacity of 18,000,000 gallons; three large concrete 
storage reservoirs, with a total capacity of 6.000.000 gallons : 
and steel storage tanks of different sizes, with a capacity of 
several hundred thousand gallons; many miles of pipe lines 
connecting these storage tanks, and a complete hot-water 
system for them; 2! miles of industrial railroad; its own 
standard gauge railroad connecting directly with the San 
Diego and Arizona Railway, and by switch track with the 


Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


AUSTRALIA, 


RESTRICTED IMPORTATION OF LUCERNE 
“SEED. 


With reference to the notice which appeared under the 
above heading in the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’ of 17th 
June, page 810, the High Commissioner for Australia 
notifies that he is informed by the Commonwealth Depart- 
ment of Trade and Customs that the word ‘‘saffarin”’ in the 
Proclamation regarding lucerne seed published in the 




















“Commonwealth Gazette’? No. 30, should have been 
‘‘safranin.”’ 
CANADA. 
ROLLED OR DRAWN STEEL: CORRECTION 
IN THE PUBLISHED DUMPING 


REGULATIONS. 


With reference to the notice on page 625 of the ‘‘Journal’’ 
of 6th May, giving an official explanation of the Canadian 
Dumping Regulations in respect of rolled or drawn steel, 
regularly sold in the United States on what is known as the 
Pittsburg basis, the Board of Trade have been notified by 
the Canadian Department of Customs and Inland Revenue 
that example (2) of the purchases in St. Louis on this basis 
cited in the notice should read as follows :— 

‘*(2) On shipment from a mill in Chicago, 2°50 dols. per 
100 lb., plus the rate of freight from Pittsburg to St. 
Louis, and minus the rate of freight from Chicago to 
St. Louis.” 





DOMINICA. 


INCREASED IMPORT DUTY ON RUM. 

It is provided in the Rum Duty Ordinance, 1920 (No. 5 
of 1920), which was assented to on 12th April, 1920, that 
there shall be paid on all rum imported into or manufactured 
in the Presidency an additional duty of one shilling per 
gallon on the duties at present imposed. The import duty 
on rum imposed by the. Tariff Act, 1896, is at the rate of 
4s. 2d. per gallon. 





NEW ZEALAND. 








CUSTOMS DUTIES ON GOODS FROM 
KUROPEAN COUNTRIES WITH 
DEPRECIATED CURRENCY. 

The High Commissioner for New Zealand has received cable 
advice from the Prime Minister, dated Wellington, 24th 
June, notifying that the New Zealand Government have 
decided to assess ad valorem duties on goods exported to 
New Zealand from France, Belgium, Italy, and European 
countries with depreciated currency, at home consumption 
values converted at current bank rate of exchange, instead 

of on a gold basis, 

In respect of such countries, therefore, the decision con- 
tained in the Notification published in the ‘‘New Zealand 
Gazette’ of 23rd January, 1920, setting out fixed official 
rates of exchange (ride page 445 cf the ‘‘Board of Trade 
Journal’? of 25th March, 1920) is cancelled. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


PROHIBITED IMPORTATION OF SHAVING 
PRUSHES FROM JAPAN. 
The South Africa ‘Government Gazette’? of 21st May 








publishes, under Notice No. 84 of 1920, a Proclamation 
which was issued on 14th May, 1920, prohibiting the im- 
portation into the Union of shaving brushes manufactured 
making this plant an ideal rail and water terminal for im- in or exported directly or indirectly from the Empire of 
porting and exporting materials and products of all kinds. Japan, 


—— - 
=—_ —_ = ——P 


Santa Fe Railway at National City, and a 2,200 ft. wharf 
and pierhead extending to the deep water of San Diego Bay. 
This wharf is equipped with railroad and pipe lines, thereby 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 








—continued. 
EGYPT. 
IMPORT TARIFF VALUATIONS: IRON AND 
STEEL MANUFACTURES. 
The Egyptian ‘Journal Officiel”’ of 17th May, 1920, 


publishes a list of revised Tariff Valuations (No. 27) for use 
in assessing the duties on iron and steel manufactures im- 
ported into Egypt, with effect from 16th May to 15th July, 
1920, or until denunciation, as follows :— 

Import valuations 
per kilog. 
(2-2046 Ib.) 
Articles. Milliémes. 

Iron and steel plates, ordinary, without mark,* 

1 in. thick and upwards :— 


British, and similar goods from all other 
ED. sendicsncucinkundebianiinaberseiaeiionninbeeeien 42 
Belgian and German, and similar goods from all 
ST IE, oo circtecancninpecksdinanacwenisesevnie 40 
Iron and steel bars and angles and tees, and U 
ordinary, without mark* :— 
British, and similar .goods from all other 
DEE | sicécncisiceugahiniabeniniiasinneiuetinnsions 33 
Belgian and German, and similar goods from 
I ID enn cicncseciscssscevenninndesaceses 30 
Creme BOCG, TGR  cvcevsccscneccccscccocsssoscsescosccocenss 40 
OEE | icenssnkonivinqnncsonissbenienionnphecadstsactanendenins 18 
Iron and steel hoops _.................00.-ccccesssscsseseceses 40 
iron end steel hoops, old _.....................cccecccesees 20 
Tron and steel hoops, with holes .................05200+ 42 
Galvanized sheets (B.G., 16 to 26) ...................4. 60 
Galvanized corrugated sheets (B.G. 16 to 26) ...... 57 
TS NF osc icnkiscbecdscdevccesoesevesaness 82 
 OIGEE PEE vicsvinscoscecsccesnoscessescceosssosenes 62 
MEE cisckcabarencssnadehsssobsusdsarbadanivedeianaresiees 94 
Nails, French, 13 by 30 to 24 by 200 .................. 46 
Iron and steel girders : — 
British, and similar goods from all other 
EE secinnsncivcncgnrtiotanedsincencetecscundenios 30 
Belgian and German, and similar goods from 
I IO ig euch a cadenennmbaniboieraniees 28 
Tron tubes for gas and water, of 2 ft. and upwards, 
and fittings, discount on trade list of Ist 
September, 1907:— 
ST "1 cccuseubdvideenseenioiiciiemiuedsheanteekinltll ad valorem. 
DE iv cxiscicinsadianeianeniniakeseenll ad valorem. 
Iron tubes for steam, red, of 2 ft. and upwards, 
and fittings, discount on trade list of Ist 
NE TEE skecansesnccnnenscarsinissninecesanniil ad valorem. 


Tron tubes for boilers, black, 6 ft. and upwards, 
discount on trade list of Ist November, 1888...ad valorem. 
Duty is leviable on the valuations shown at the rate of 
8 per cent. 

*The duties on iron and steel wares bearing special marks 
are leviable ad valorem. The following are not regarded as 
special marks:—Siemens Martin, S. M. Thomas, the names 
of manufacturers without crown brands, or with a single 
crown brand, provided thev do not indicate a special 
quality, as also all other marks of which notice is given by 
the importers, and which are accepted beforehand by the 
Customs. 





FOREIGN. 
BELGIUM. 


EXPORT OF HACKLED FLAX 
THEREFROM. 

A Decree of the Belvian Ministry of Economic Affairs, 
dated 19th June and published in the ‘‘Moniteur Belge’’ for 
20th June, authorises, up to 15th September next, the ex- 
portation of hackled flax and waste therefrom, and flax tow 
without the formality of an export licence in each case. 


FRANCE. 
OF OSIERS PROHIBITED. 





AND WASTE 








EXPORT 


A French Presidential Decree of 16th June, published in 
the ‘Journal Officiel’’ for 22nd June, prohibits, as from this 
date, the exportation and re-exportation (after warehousing, 
transit, or transhipment) from France, of osiers, rough or 
peeled (ex Tariff No. 146). 

Exceptions from the prohibition may be authorised under 
eonditions to be determined by the Minister of Finance. 














| 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 


FRANCE AND ALGERIA. 








IMPORTATION OF NEWSPRINT PAPER AND 
CELLULOSE PULP PROHIBITED. 
A French Presidential Decree, dated 16th June and 


published in the ‘‘Journal Officiel’’ for 19th June, prohibits 
the importation into France and Algeria, under any Customs 
regime, of newsprint paper and paper pulp, originating in 
or coming from foreign countries, as specified below :— 
Paper (other than fancy paper), machine-made, weigh- 
ing more than 30 grammes per square metre, for print- 
ing newspapers (ex Tariff No. 461); and 
Mechanical and chemical cellulose pulp destined for the 
manufacture of such paper. | 
The prohibition is not applicable to consignments proved 
to have been despatched direct to France or Algeria prior 
to the publication of the present Decree, or to consign- 
ments declared for warehousing up to the same date. 
Exceptions from the prohibition may be authorised by the 
Minister of Finance on the advice of a Commission 
appointed by the Minister of Commerce and Industry. 





GREECE. 


CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN 
GOODS. 


With reference to previous notices in the ‘‘Board of Trade 
Journal” regarding Certificates of Origin for goods imported 
into Greece, H.M. Commercial Secretary at Athens has for- 
warded information to the effect that goods despatched to 
Greece from the United Kingdom by parcel post are con- 
sidered as British goods and need not be accompanied by 
such certificates. 





FOR IMPORTED 





ITALY. 


SURTAX ON WORKS OF 
AND ANTIQUITIES. 


The ‘‘Gazzetta Ufficiale’? (Rome) of 19th June contains a 
Decree, dated 30th Mav, which provides for an increase in 
the tax on the export from Italy of antiquities and works of 
art. 

A translation of the Decree is as follows : — 

A tax on the exportation of objects of historic, palzon- 
tological, or archeological interest, rare and valuable old 
manuscripts, early printed books, prints, carvings, and coins 
as defined by Art. 1 of the Law of 20th June, 1909, shall be 
levied on the following scale :— 

On the first 5,000 lire, 12 per cent.; on the second 5,000 
lire, 16 per cent.; on the third 5,000 lire, 20 per 
cent.; on the fourth 5,000 lire, 24 per cent.: and 
so on until the tax reaches 40 per cent. of the 
value of the article exported. 

The Decree took effect on the date of publication. 


[Notre.—This tax is levied in addition to the ordinary 
export duty of 1 per cent. ad valorem.] 





EXPORT ART 





MOROCCO (French Zone’. 
EXPORTATION OF CATTLE. 


H.M. Minister at Tangiers has forwarded copy of a Dahir, 
dated 26th April, published in the ‘‘Bulletin Officiel’”’ of 14th 
May, which authorises for the year ending 30th April, 1921. 
the exportation from the French Zone of Morocco of 50,000 
cattle and 100,000 sheep, of which 5,000 cattle and 10,000 
sheep are to be exported via Arbaoua, and the remainder 
through the ports of the French Zone.  Exportation is 
authorised only in respect of male animals of certain ages. 


@enses 


POLAND. 


IMPORT OF CERTAIN ‘“ LUXURY” 
PROHIBITED. 


H.M. Commercial Secretary at Warsaw has forwarded a 
translation of a list of articles (published in the ‘‘Polish 
Gazette’”’ of 14th May), the importation of which into 
Poland is absolutely prohibited by a Ministerial Decree 
dated 12th May. 

The list of articles covered by the embargo is given 
below. 

The embargo does not apply to used articles carried by 
travellers for their personal use in quantities not exceeding 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND: TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 





their needs on the journey. The competent Authorities may 
issue permits for goods included in the list, provided they 
are entitled to duty-free admission in accordance with the 
provisions of the Customs Tariff (as in the case of goods 
carried by emigrants, wedding trousseaus, inherited goods, 
etc.). 
From Category (1). ARTICLES or Foop, DRINK, ETC. 
Tariff No. 
5 Melons, pumpkins, water melons, fresh; 
Brussels sprouts, cauliflowers, artichokes, 
fresh; lettuces, and asparagus, fresh; 
spinach, fresh. 


we 3&7 Grapes, fresh or dried (raisins), oranges and 
bitter oranges, fresh; dried figs and dates. 

ey 9 Capers and olives, dried, in brine or oil. 

ex 10 Aniseed (excluding aniseed, to be used in 
pharmaceutical preparations), carob beans, 
coriander. 

ex Il Coconuts and almonds (except those for 
medicinal purposes) chestnuts, pistachio 
nuts and other edible nuts (except 
arachides). 

ex 13 Preserved vegetables and fruits in vinegar ; 
capers, cucumbers, olives, fruit and 
vegetables preserved in oil or otherwise 
prepared; patties, pickles, and other pre- 
serves (except those imported by the 
military authorities). 

ex 14 Mushrooms, fresh or dried, in vinegar, oil 
or brine (except those for medicinal pur- 
poses (kefir). 

cx 18 Coffee, roasted, ground, and coffee substi- 
tutes. 

eg 21 Cigars, cigarettes, and cigarillos, and snuff. 

ex 22 Sugar candy. 

ex 24 Cocoa, chocolate, jams, jellies. compotes ; 


fruit and berry juices; sweetmeats, Turkish 
delight (‘‘Halva,”’ etc.), fruits in liqueur, 
rum or cognac, refined molasses, ginger 
bread, pastry, fruit powders with sugar, 
svrup of all kinds. 

ex 27 Fruit wines with or without alcohol; arrack, 
rum, cognac, and other spirits. 

Grape, -fruit and berry wines, of all kinds 
(including sparkling wines), except Sacra- 
mental wine and wine for the manufacture 
of cognac. 

Beer, porter and mead. 

Mineral waters, natural or artificial, except 
Kissingen, Apenta, Franz Joseph, Hun- 
jadi, Levico, Contrexeville, Vichy, Vittel, 
Karlsbad, Marienbad waters. 

Fresh fish, living or dead :—‘‘Bieluga’’ stur- 
geon, salmon, trout, turbot. sole, and siga, 
fresh, smoked, salted or dried: fish pre- 
served in oil; caviare. 

Oysters, crayfish, lobsters, shrimps, peri- 
winkles and the like, fresh, salted, pickled, 
or in hermetically-sealed receptacles. 


From Category IT. Antmat Propucts AND WARES THEREOF. 

ex 46 Manufactures of human hair. 

er OF Driving and riding whips; patent leather 
boots and shoes, footwear with silk uppers, 
finished or half finished; kid gloves; fancy 
leather goods, such as bags, purses, pouches, 
cigar cases, pocket-books, note books. 


er 29 
ex 32 


rar 38 


From Catecory ITT.—Woopex Wares, etc. 

er 6] Cabinet-makers’ and turners’ wares (except 
parts of machinery) of all kinds of wood; 
cabinet-makers’, turners’, or woodcarvers’ 
wares combined with metals or other 
materials, or with incrustations or inlaid 
work (except parquetry); carved wooden 
wares; bentwood furniture and_ parts 
thereof ; stuffed furniture, upholstered with 
cloth, leather and the like. 


er 62 Cut flowers, fresh or dried leaves, even if 
dved; flowers, leaves and other parts of 
plants in the form of bouquets or wreaths. 
cr 64 Wicker furniture and frames. 
From Catecory IV. Stones, BurtpInc MATERIAL, CERAMIC 
Ware, ETC. 
ex 67 Precious stones (brilliants, diamonds, rubies, 


sapphires, emeralds) (except those for 
technical purposes): pearls: corals. 

er 68 Mosaics of all kinds. 

ee 70 Carved, sculptured and turned stone wares, 








CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 





Tariff No. 

ex 74 Terra-cotta ornaments, caryatides, medal- 
lions, busts, statues and the like, for 
decorating buildings and houses. 

Articles of earthenware, painted pictorially, 
gilt, or with designs of various colours. 
Porcelain goods, gilt, painted or with designs 
in several colours; majolica of all kinds; 
artificial flowers of porcelain or faience and 
wreaths, . bouquets, etc., made _ thereof; 
articles of porcelain and biscuit for the 

decoration of rooms. 

Glass wares of white and half-white glass, 
ground, polished or cut (except those with 
ground necks, bottoms, stoppers, or edges), 
also articles of opaque glass or frosted 
glass, etc., and all ornamental glass 
articles. 

Plate and mirror glass more than 5 mm. in 
thickness, ornamented, painted = or 
mounted. 


ex 772 


er 78 


From Category V. REsINs, ETC. 
ex 87 Incense of all kinds. 


From Catecory VJ. CHeEmicat Propvucts, ETC. 

ex 119 Cosmetics, including grease paint, rouge, 
powder, hair dyes, and pomade; perfumery 
and cosmetics containing alcohol, e.g., 
scents, aromatic (flower) waters, eau de 
Cologne, elixirs. 

Toilet soap. 

Polish for boots, and metal-cleaning sub- 
stances; liquid inks. 


From Category VII. Metar Wares. 

Buttons of platinum, gold and_ silver; 
articles and jewellery of gold, silver and 
platinum, combined or not with real or 
imitation stones, pearls and_ the like; 
tissues or braids of gold or silver. 

Ornamental articles of copper, tin, zinc, 
nickel, aluminium, or their alloys, such as 
statuettes, medallions, busts, statues, vases, 
ash trays, paper weights, caryatides, etc. ; 
electro-plate articles; fancy goods of 
common metals, gilt or silvered, or com- 
bined with costly materials. 

Cutlery, gilt, silvered, silver-gilt, or silver- 
plated or mounted or ornamented with 
tortoiseshell, mother-of-pearl, or ivory. 

Watches with gold cases, whether or not 
combined with precious stones. 

Harps, gramophones, barrel organs. 

Coaches, carriages, phaetons,_ cabriolets, 
cabs, landaus, and charabanes; sleighs. 


From Category VIII. Parer Wares. 

Tissue paper (silk or Japanese paper); paper 
lampshades; envelopes; artificial flowers 
and parts thereof of paper, and artificial 
plants for ornamentation, apparel and 
clothing of paper yarn or tissue. 

Postcards, visiting cards, railway and tram- 
way tickets; photograph albums, postcard 
albums and postage stamp albums. 


ex 126 
ex 137 


ee 148 


ex 149 and 
Cr 163 


ex 158 


ex 171 


ex 172 
vr 173 


From Catecory IX. Textite Goons. 

Various Nos. Carpets of all kinds. 

ex 195—197 Ribbons and velvets of silk or half silk; ker- 

chiefs of silk and half silk: silk foulards: 

silk chenilles. 

201 Cashmeres; tissues, kerchiefs and scarves in 
the nature of cashmeres, with woollen 
warp and weft of coloured wool and 
coloured silk, with or without admixture of 
cotton. 


er 205 Hosiery and knitted stuffs of silk or half 
silk; tapes and _ braids for trimmings, 
fringes, tassels, and other plaited wares of 
all kinds. 
207 Lace and embroideries of all kinds; tissues 


and tulles embroidered on the edge. 
From Catecory X. Mape-vup Wares, Smartt WARES, ETC. 


ex 209 Underlinen and other clothing, partly or 
wholly made up, with embroideries, lace, 
ornaments, etc.; women’s hats, bonnets. 
and all other kinds of headgear, trimmed 
with ribbons, lace, feathers, flowers, and 
the like; clothing of silk or half silk (ex- 
cept small articles, such as neckties, etc.). 
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Note to No. 
209 Furs, fur coats, coats lined with fur, fur 
caps, caps trimmed with fur (beaver, 
black and blue fox, chinchilla, sable, seal- 


skin. ermine, marten, elk, grieb, civet, and 


skunk). 
Note to Nos. 
183—209 Blankets. curtains, etec., serviettes, table 
cloths, handkerchiefs, trimmed with silk, 


galoon (silver and gold), lace, tulle, and 
other costly materials. 

Umbrellas and parasols of all kinds covered 
with silk or half-silk tissue, or other tissues 
trimmed with lace, ribbon, embroidery, etc. 

Dressed feathers and bird skins of costly and 
common birds; plumes and tissues of 
feathers; artificial flowers and parts there- 
of composed of yarn or tissues, and artifi- 
cial decorative plants ; 

Fancy and toilet articles, not specially men- 
tioned, viz.— 

Costly, i.e., consisting of silk, mother-of- 
pearl, coral, tortoise-shell, ivory, enamel, 
amber, imitation precious stones or similar 
costly materials, or gilt or silvered common 
metals; and unspecified manufactures of 
mother-of-pearl, tortoise-shell,. ivory, or 
amber. 

Common, with parts, framing or ornaments 
of common metals or metallic compositions, 
or of bone, horn, wood, _ porcelain, 
aluminium, imitation precious stones, 
glass, meerschaum, whalebone, jet, cellu- 
loid, lava, and similar common materials; 
and all unspecified manufactures of bone, 
horn, meerschaum, whalebone, jet, cellu- 
loid, lava and wax. 

Children’s toys, including children’s drums, 
trumpets, and musical instruments. 

Inkstands. 


SAN SALVADOR. 
EXPORT OF BROWN SUGAR PROHIBITED. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of telegraphic informa- 
tion from H.M. Consul at San Salvador to the effect that 
the export of brown sugar (panela) from San Salvador is 
prohibited as from 12th May last. 


————Eeee 


SWEDEN. 


TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF CERTAIN 
CUSTOMS DUTIES CONTINUED. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of copy and translation of a Swedish Roval Decree, 
No. 221, dated 28th May, by which the suspension of Cus- 
toms duty in respect of the following goods (which was to 
have expired on 3lst May—see ‘‘Board of Trade Journal” 
for 29th January, page 167), has been extended until 31st 
August next. 

No. in Swedish 
Customs Tariff. 
55—56 Pork, bacon, etc. 
D4 Lard. 
58 —59 Meat of fowls, and other meat, not specially 
mentioned (in the Tariff), and not classi- 
fiable as conserved meat, including edible 


213 


éy 215 


er 216 














offal. 
6] Oleo-margarine. 
er 7A Peas, fit for human consumption. 
137 Cheese of all kinds. 
138, 139 Butter, natural and artificial (margarine). 
140 Dripping. 
146 Sausages. 
er 168 Condensed milk and unsweetened evaporated 
milk, imported in hermetically-sealed 
vessels. 
er 1325 Condensed milk, with or without addition of 


sugar, imported otherwise than in_her- 
metically-sealed vessels. 

Rye, wheat, barley, and flour and groats thereof, the 
duties on which were previously suspended until 3lst May, 
became subject to duties on a sliding scale as from Ist June. 
A Royal Decree of 21st May, however, provides that, in view 
of the high price of imported wheat, these duties will not 
take effect until after 31st August next, 





j 
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TUNIS. 





EXPORTATION OF INDUSTRIAL ALCOHOL 
PROHIBITED. 

H. M. Consul-General at Tunis has forwarded copy of a 
Bevlical Decree, dated 30th April, which prohibits the ex- 
portation and re-exportation (after warehousing, transit and 
transhipment) from Tunis of spirits, other than potable 
spirits for industrial purposes (ev Tariff No. 174). 

Exceptions from this prohibition may be authorised by the 
Director-General of Finance. 





Openings for British Trade. 


[NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Openings” by applying to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, and quoting the specific reference number and 
country. 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Uld Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
— of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise 
stated. 








DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE, 


FACILITIES OFFERED TO BRITISH TRADERS. 

The Department of Overseas Trade has at its command an 
extensive Overseas Intelligence system, which comprises the 
Commercial, Dip!omatic and Consular Services in Foreign coun- 
tries and Trade Commissioners and Imperial Trade Corre- 
spondents in the Empire. 

From this Intelligence Service information on all subjects of 
commercial interest is received at the Department, where it 1s 
collated and classified in a form convenient for reference, and 
is available to any British trader upon personal or written ap- 
plication to the Department, at 35, Old Queen Street, West- 
minster, London, S.W.1. 

The information at the disposal of the Department is of a 
widely varied nature, and includes such matters as the following : 
Sources of supply, prices, etc., of trade products; Foreign and 
Colonial contracts open to tender; opening for British trade 
abroad; general conditions prevailing in Uverseas markets; 
demand for particular articles abroad; nature and extent of 
competition, and suggestions for meeting it; methods of distribu 
tion and marketing; credit conditions, terms of payment. etc., 
abroad; firms at home engaged in particular lines of business. 
Foreign and Colonial importers of British goods; firms or in- 
dividuals considered suitable to act as representatives or agents 
for British firms, Foreign and Colonial Tariff and Customs 
regulations ; statistics of Import or Export ; forms of Certificates 
of Ovigin regulations concerning commercial travellers, Con 
sular Invoy_es; etc.; shipping and transport, etc., etc. 

In addition, samples of foreign competitive goods and com- 
mercial products are cunstantly being recetved from abroad and 
are available for inspection by British traders at 3, Guildhall 
Court, London, W.C.2. 


METHODS OF ADDRESSING ENQUIRIES. 

The Department of Overseas Trade invites applicationg for 
assistance from manufacturers and exporters of British goods who 
are desirous of initiating or extending Overseas connections, but 
it is desired to call attention to one or two points, the observance 
of which will faciltate the supply of the information required. 

Whieve the enquiry concerns an Overseas market the applicant 
may, of course, apply direct to H.M. Trade Commissioners or 
Imperial Trade Correspondents in the British Empire, and to 
H.M. Commercial Diptomatic or Consular Ufficers in Foreigs 
countries, but it is genera'ly advisable to communicate in the 
first instance with the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, ld 
Queen Street, Westminster, S.W.1, as the information required 
is frequently already in the possession of the Department, and 
the delay involved in communicating with the Officers abroad 
can therefore often be avoided. Should the informaticn required 
not be available in London, the Department will make al] neces. 
sary enquiries abroad on the applicant’s behalf. 

hen making application for information enquiries should 
clearly specify :— 
(1)The countries concerning which information is required. 
(2) The precise kind of goods; and 
(3) The particular points in regard to which the information 
is sought. 

By following this method of making their enquiries as specific 
as possible applicants will materially assist the Department 1D 
its endeavour to supply the precise information required. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 








CANADA. 

LEATHER COATS, FOOTWEAR, BLANKETS, UNDER- 
WEAR, DRUGGISTS’ SUPPLIES, ETC.—A manufacturers’ 
agent in Toronto is visiting England shortly with a view to obtain. 
ing agencies for United Kingdom suppliers of leather coats, boots, 
and shoes, blankets, underwear and socks, druggists’ supplies, 
taffeta skirts, rubber coats, and any other line which would not 
be too cumbersome to handle, on a commission basis, for the 
whole of Canada. (Reference No. 950. 

HOSIERY, SHAWLS, SPORTING GOODS.—A_ manufac- 
turers’ agent in Toronto desires to obtain the representation of 
United Kingdom suppliers of hosiery, woollen shawls, Turkish 
towels, and bed spreads, woollens, shirtings, sporting goods, foot- 
balls, rugby and basket balls, football boots, baseball boots, etc., 
on a commission basis, for the whole of Canada. (Reference No. 
951.) 

COUCH ROLL JACKETS, COTTON DRYER FELTS, COP- 
PER ROLLS.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Montreal. with 
a wide connection among the pulp and paper mills in Canada, 
desire to obtain the representation of United Kingdom suppliers 
of couch roll jackets, cotton dryer felts, and F ourdrinier wires and 
copper rolls for paper machines, on a commission basis, for the 
whole of Canada. (Reference No. 

Applications for mames and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 
CANADA. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Office of the 

High Commissioner for Canada, 19, Victoria Street, London, 

S.W.1. All replies should be sent direct to the foregoing address. 


ENQUIRIES 


MARKETS SOUGHT. 

COATED PAPERS AND BOXBOARD, FOLDING BOXES, 
SHOWCARDS, ETC.—An Eastern Canadian company manutfac- 
turing coated papers and boxboard, folding boxes, glazed box 
papers, showcards, etc., are desirous of getting into touch with 
influential dealers in the United Kingdom who could handle 
these lines. 

HEATING ACCESSORIES.—The United Kingdom office of 
a Canadian company manufacturing a variety ot heating acces- 
sories, including radiator valves, pressure traps, blast traps, etc., 
who are in a position to fill export orders, would be pleased to 
receive enquiries from United Kingdom buyers. 

GRAMOPHONE MOTORS AND HARDWARE, SPARK 
PLUGS, ETC.—An Eastern Canadian company manufacturing 
gramophone motors, gramophone and cabinet hardware, also 
spark plugs and porcelains, and cycle chains, are in a position to 
offer these for export, and invite enquiries from United Kingdom 
buyers. 

DAVENPORT BEDS AND GRAMOPHONES.—A company 
in Ontario. manufacturing folding davenport beds and gramo- 
phones, would be glad to hear from United Kingdom importers. 
They are also in a position to export a large line of upholstered 
furniture and bedding which they manufacture. 


— 


NEW ZEALAND. 


MEN’S WEAR.—An Auckland firm, holding a number of 
agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of high-class women’s 
wear, desire to negotiate with United Kingdom manufacturers of 
men’s wear, ViZ.. ‘hats, shirts, underwear, suits, overcoats, etc., 
H.M. Trade Commissioner states that in his opinion the firm is 
particularly suited to handle high-class goods in these lines, and 
is working on sound lines. The firm will accept agencies on a 
5 per cent. or 74 per cent. commission, and desire that manufac- 
turers should supply buyers with show cards and window display 
matter free of charge. 

If suitable inducements offer they would consider carrying 





stocks. It is the firm’s intention to arrange for one or other 
of its directors to visit Great Britain each year. (Reference No. 
953. ) 


IRON MONGERY, TOOLS, CUTLERY AND ELECTRO- 
PLATE, ETC.—An Auckland agent who has had several years’ 
experience in charge of the ironmongery department of a large 
co-operative association in New Zealand. desires to obtain on his 
own account the agencies of United Kingdom manufacturers of 
the following goods : Cutlery, tools, garden tools, electro-plate, 
and copper coods, household, and general ironmongery, including 
iron, wire of all descriptions, bolts, nuts, etc. (Reference No. 954.) 

NEW ZE ALAND PRODUCE.—A firm of commercial brokers 
and merchants in Auckland desire to get into touch with United 
Kingdom importers, who may wish to form connections with the 
Dominion in the following lines :—Butter, cheese, hemp, wool, 
= canned meats and condensed milk. (Reference No. 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Uverseas Trade. 


EXTENSION OF TIME FOR TENDERS. 
WATER TURBINE AND GENERATOR (LAKE COLERIDGE 
SCHEME). ~—-With reference to the notice on p. 595 of the 
“Journal,” of 29th April, relative to a call for tenders by the 
Public Works Department, Wellington, for tenders for the 
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supply and delivery of: (1) Section 79, 4, 4,300 h.p. water turbine ; 
(2) Section 80, 5,000 k.w. generator, H.M. Trade Commissioner 
in New Zealand reports (by telegram) that the time for the 
receipt of tenders has been extended from 30th June to 30th 
Jul 

z: copy of the specification in connection with the contract may 
be consulted by British firms interested at the Otlice of the High 
Commissioner tor New Zealand in London, 415, Strand, W.C 2. 

LAKE COLERIDGE SCHEME (3-U NIT MOTOR GENERA. 
TOR).—With further reference to the notice on pp. 562-3, rela- 
tive to call for tenders by the Public Works Department, Well- 
ington, for the supply and delivery of certain electrical equip- 
ment, information has now been received that the extension of 
time for the receipt of tenders-—from 30th June to 50th July— 
announced on p. 782 of the “Journal” of 10th June, applies only 
to item (3), 5-unit motor generator, and not to items (1) and (2), 
which closed on 50th June. 

ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT.—With reference to the notices 
on p. 243 of the “Journal” of 12th February and p. 546 of 4th 
March, relative to a call for tenders by the Public Works Depart- 
ment, Wellington, for electrical equipment for the Arthur’s Pass 
Section of the Midland Railway, H.M. Trade Commissioner 
reports that the time for the receipt of tenders has been extended 
from 50th June to 7th August. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 

PROPRIETARY ARTICLES, GENERAL MERCHAN- 
DISE, ETC.—A South African business man, at present visiting 
the United Kingdom and claiming to be well known to merchants 
throughout the Union, desires to secure agencies, for that market, 
for United Kingdom firms, in lines of general] merchandise, pro- 
prietary articles, etc. (Reference No. 996 

PROVISIONS, ETC.—A South African agent, at present in 
this country and claiming to have a good organization and con- 
nection throughout the Union and Rhodesia. desires to secure 
additional agencies of United Kingdom firms for foodstuffs and 
beverages. (Reference No. 957.) 

SOFT GOODS, ETC.—A South African agent, at present in 
this country and already representing a number of United King- 
dom firm in soft goods, etc., desires to secure further agencies for 
the following lines :—Manchester cotton piece-goods, t table linen, 
sheets and sheeting, cotton table damask, casement cloths, quilts, 
men’s shirts, prints, flannelettes, artificial leather (for furniture 
covering), linoleum and blind rollers. (Reference No. 958.) 

STATIONERY.OFFICE MACHINERY AND EQUIPMENT, 
FOOTWEAR, TEA, COFFEE, ETC.—A South African business 
man, at present in this country, desires to secure agencies for 
United Kingdom firms, for the Union of South Africa, in the 
following lines :—-Stationery, office machinery and equipment, 
boots and shoes, tea, coffee, etc. (Reference No. 959.) 

CYCLE AND MOTOR ACCESSORIES.—H.M. Trade Com- 
missioner at. Cape Town reports that a local firm of wholesale 
dealers in cycle, motor cycle, and motor car accessories and parts 
(tyres, tools, etc.), who hold a number of British agencies, are 
desirous of securing additional agencies. The firm have depots 
in Johannesburg and Cape Town and are in direct touch with 
cycle dealers and garages throughout South Africa. (Reference 
No. 960.) | 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


TENDERS INVITED. 

H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in South Africa has forwarded 
copies of the specifications, conditions of contract and tender 
forms in connection with calls for tenders by the Municipal 
Council, Johannesburg, as follows :— 

(1) SANITARY PAILS.—For the supply and delivery of 
sanitary pails (Contract No. 624). 

(2) COPPER WIRE.—For the supply and delivery of copper 
wire (Contract No. 629). 

Sealed tenders, on the proper forms, will be received by the 
Town Clerk, 1st Floor, Municipal Offices, Johannesburg, up to 
noon on 11th August. Tenders must be accompanied by a 
certified cheque for an amount equal to 10 per cent. of the total 
amount of the offer (maximum deposit £100). 

A copy of each of the specifications, etc., may be consulted by 
British firms interested at the Enquiry Office of the Department 
of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2 

Tt will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders is 
limited, and this intimation therefore, will be of use only to firms 
having agents in the Union, who can be instructed by cable. 





EGYPT. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

COTTON WASTE.—H.M. Commercial Agent for Egypt has 
forwarded a copy of the specification, conditions of contract and 
tender form in connection with a call for tenders by the Adminis- 
tration of the Egvptian State Railways. Telegraphs and Tele- 
phones, for the supply and delivery of 200 metric tons of cotton 

waste. 

Copies of the specification, etc., may be obtained against pay- 
ment in advance of 100 milliemes, at the Stores Department, 
Saptieh (Cairo), or Gabbary (Alexandria) ; ; also at the Office of 
Sir A. L. Webb K.C.M.G., Queen Anne’s Chambers, Broadway, 
Westminster, S.W.1 

Sealed tenders, on the proper form, will be received by the 
General Manager, Egyptian State Railways, Telegraphs and 
Telephones, Cairo Station, up to 10 a.m. on 9th August. 
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Each tenderer must deposit, as earnest money, a sum equal 
to 2 per cent. of the total value of the offer, or a bank guarantee 
of 2 per cent., payable on first demand, to be increased to one- 
tenth of the value of the whole or part of the tender that may 
be adjudicated, as a final guarantee deposit. Deposits (including 
letters of guarantee) must not be enclosed with the tenders, but 
should be sent direct to the Auditor, Egyptian State Railways, 
Telegraphs and Telephones, Cairo Station, Egypt. 

The above-mentioned copy of specification, etc., (in English 
and French) may be consulted by British firms interested at the 
Enquiry Office of the Department of Overseas Trade, 75, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C.2. 

UNIFORMS.—The Egyptian War Department is calling for 
tenders for Bedford cord pantaloons, khaki drill Infantry and 
Artillery frocks. 

Samples may be seen at the Office of Sir A. L. Webb, K.C.M.G., 
Queen Anne’s Chambers, Broadway, Westminster, S.W.1. 

Tenders will be received up to first post on Monday, July 26th, 
and will remain open for 14 days. 





CZECHO-SLOVAKIA. 


STEEL, ETC.—A firm in Prague require the following materials 
for motor-car works : Nickel-chrome steel for gears, bright drawn 
steel bars, round, square and hexagonal sections for bolts, nuts, 
etc. (Reference No. 961.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 








FINLAND. 

RAG TEARING PLANT (CATALOGUES, ETC., WANTED). 
—An important firm of paper manufacturers in Finland require 
catalogues and pod nec oemgey of up-to-date rag tearing plant 
suitable for the production of cigarette paper, banknote paper, 
etc. 

Communications for transmission to the Finnish firm should be 
addressed to Mr. Ossian Donner, Finnish Minister in London, 
Finnish Legation, 2, Morton Gardens, S.W.5. 





FRANCE. 

DRAPERY, SATINS, CLOTH, CORDUROYS, FANCY 
GOODS, ETC.—H.M. Consul-General, Paris, reports that an 
agent in that city desires to represent. on a commission basis, 
British exporters of drapery, satins, cloth, corduroys, fancy goods, 
etc. Correspondence in French only. (Reference No. 962.) 

LACE, SILK GOODS, WOMEN’S WOOLLENS, ETC.—H.M. 
Consul-General, Paris, also reports that an agent in that city 
desires to obtain the representation, on a commission basis, of 
British firms dealing in tulle, lace, women’s woollens, and silk 
goods. Correspondence in French only. (Reference No. 963. 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





GERMANY. 

PRINTING, TRANSLATION, ETC.—A firm of printers in 

Melsungen, Hessen-Nassau, are prepared to undertake the trans- 
jation into German, and the printing of business letters, trade 
circulars, catalogues, etc., on behalf of British firms interested in 
the German market. (Reference No. 964.) 
_ FOODSTUFFS.—A commission agent established at Cologne 
is desirous of representing United Kingdom exporters of tea, 
coffee, oil (including all kinds of edible oils), oil seed cakes, maize 
and jam. (Reference No. 965.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





GREECE. 


TEXTILES.—A firm of commission agents, established in 
Salonica, desire to get into touch with British manufacturers and 
exporters of textiles, printed coloured calicoes and cloths, Indian 
muslins, cotton threads, sewing threads, zephyrs, woollen and 
cotton textiles and shawls. (Reference No. 966. 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


_——— 





ICELAND. 


GLASS, CHINA, POTTERY.—A firm in Hafnarfjéréur, Ice- 
land, desire to represent British manufacturers and exporters of 
glass, china and pottery. (Reference No. 967.) 

CARPETS.—A firm in Hafnarfjéréur, Iceland, desire to repre- 
= 68) manufacturers and exporters of carpets. (Reference 
No. 

GENERAL IRONMONGERY, CUTLERY, HOUSEHOLD 
UTENSILS.—A firm in Hafnarfjéréur, Iceland, desire to repre- 
sent British manufacturers and exporters of general ironmongery., 
cutlery and household utensils. (Reference No. 969.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be gent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 
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NORWAY. 

IRONMONGERY.—An agent in Christiania is desirous of 
securing the representation of United Kingdom manufacturers of 
general ironmongery goods. (Reference No. 970.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





SPAIN. 

HABERDASHERY.—A_ well-known commercial house of 
Valencia, desires to obtain the sole agency, for Spain for a 
large British firm manufacturing men’s and women’s socks and 
stockings. (Reference No. 971.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





SWEDEN. 

COFFEE, COLONIAL GOODS.—An agent in Gothenburg is 
desirous of obtaining an agency for the sale of coffee and also in 
Colonial goods generally. (Reference No. 972.) 

SODA, GLUE, GELATINE, SHELLAC, GUM, TRAGA. 
CANTH, ETC.—An agent in Gothenburg desires to represent 
British exporters and manufacturers of soda (ash and crystal), 
glue, gelatine, shellac, gum tragacanth, boric acid, and sodium 
sulphide. (Reference No. 973.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





SWITZERLAND. 

TOOLS, ELECTRICAL APPARATUS, AND CHEMICALS. 
—A Swiss subject of British origin, established at Zurich, with 
many years’ experience in the engineering industry in Switzer- 
land, wishes to obtain the representation, on a commission basis, 
for the whole of Switzerland, of British manufacturers of 
machine tools, tools, electrical apparatus and chemicals. (Refer- 
ence No. 974.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





AFRICA. 





ALGERIA. 

BUILDING MATERIALS, SANITARY EQUIPMENT, 
ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES, TOOLS, ETC.—A business man 
in Algiers wishes to obtain the representation of British firms 
dealing in the following goods: Building materials, bathroom 
equipment, and sanitary and hydro-therapeutic appliances, electri- 
cal appliances and fittings, glassware, gas and acetylene fittings, 
metal sheets, tools and ironmongery. Will deal on own account 
or on commission. (Reference No. 975.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to tne 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





ALGERIA, TUNIS. 

AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—A company in Algiers, 
carrying on business as general wholesale importers and exporters, 
commission, and consignment agents, wish to act as agents, for 
Algeria and Tunis, for British firms dealing in the following 
goods :—Foodstuffs, soap, candles, sulphate of copper, textile 
fabrics, native wares. Consignment basis preferred, but if neces- 
sary the company will deal on commission or on their own 
account. They desire to get into touch with importers of wool, 
jackal and fox pelts, sheep and goat skins, beeswax, dates, figs, 
esparto, corh, briarwood for pipes, tobacco, vegetable fibre, wines 
and alcohol, and native wares. Terms: f.o.b. Algerian port or 
c.i.f. British port. (Reference No. 976.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


HOSIERY AND HOSIERY UNDERWEAR.—A New York 
firm, who are at present agents for French and Swiss concerns, 
are anxious to get into touch with British manufacturers of 
hosiery and hosiery underwear. (Reference No. 977.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


LATIN AMERICA. 














BRAZIL. 


TEXTILES, HARDWARE, MACHINERY, CHEMICALS, 
CEMENT, ETC.—A Brazilian firm of importers and manufac- 
turers’ representatives in Sao Paulo, recommended by the Secre- 
tary of the British Chamber of Commerce of Sao Paulo and 
Southern Brazil, desire to secure the representation of British 
exporters of the following goods :—Cotton, silk, and woollen 
textiles, cutlery, hardware, lubricating oils, machinery in general, 
chemicals, anilines, cement, waterproof garments, linoleums, etc. 
(Reference No. , 

CHEMICALS, HARDWARE, MACHINERY, ETC.—A 
Brazilian firm of importers, exporters, and manufacturers’ repre- 
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sentatives, established since 1914 in Sao Paulo, desire to get into 
touch with British firms interested in the exportation of chemical 
products for industrial purposes, with a view to being appointed 
agents. The firm are also interested in representing exporters 
or manufacturers of hardware (heavy and light), iron bars and 
sheets, cement, barbed and plain wire, industrial and agricultural 
machinery, etc. (Reference No. 979.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





E. 

CLOTHING AND GENERAL TEXTILES.—The British Vice- 
Consul at Punto Arena reports that a British firm of wholesale 
and retail traders in clothing and general textiles, importing re- 
quirements of every description for women, girls, and infants, are 
desirous of getting into touch with United Kingdom suppliers of 
such goods, who would be willing to consider business on the 
customary local credit terms of 90-160 days. The firm also seek 
the representation in Southern Patagonia of British manufac- 
turers of special makes or brands of the above-mentioned goods. 
(Reference No. 980.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to. the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





CUBA. 

STEEL RAILS AND BARS, GLASS, SANITARY EQUIP- 
MENT, ETC.—An important firm of builders’ merchants in 
Havana wish to obtain exclusive selling rights in Cuba from 
British manufacturers of the following types of material :—Steel 
rails (all weights), frogs and switches, structural steel and rein- 
forcing bars (corrugated, twisted, and deformed, 3in. to lin.), 
plate and sheet glass, cast iron pipe up to 4in. diameter, class A, 
vitrified sewer pipe (stoneware all standard sizes), asbestos, corru- 
gated roofing, wall tile, size 6in. x 6in. and 6in. x 3in., mosaic 
tiles for floor, $in. to 3in., sanitary equipment. 

The firm have command of considerable capital and are stated 
to have a branch at Santiago de Cuba, and to propose extending 
= business to Santo Domingo and Hayti. (Reference No. 

-) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 

Department of Overseas Trade. 





CENTRAL AMERICA. 

AGENT’S SERVICES OFFERED.—A British subject with 
extensive experience in Central America, and at present visiting 
the United Kingdom, is desirous of obtaining agencies for the 
whole of Central America, for the following British manufactures : 
Hardware, glassware, cutlery, tools, hats, hosiery, haberdashery, 
sewing thread, wines, whisky, stout, paints and varnish. The 
applicant states that he already represents various British houses. 
(Reference No. 982.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


— —— 


Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


POSTAL SECTION. 


URGENT TELEGRAMS AT TRIPLE RATES 
FOR EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. 

On and from Ist July urgent telegrams will be accepted 
for all countries in Europe at three times the ordinary rates 
specified in the Post Office Guide. The word ‘‘Urgent’’ must 
be inserted before the address and paid for as an extra word. 
Such telegrams will receive priority of treatment over other 
private telegrams for the Continent. 


FOOD SECTION. 
MEAT ORDERS AND SLAUGHTER RETURNS. 


In accordance with the decision already announced to 
remove control from live stock and home-killed meat on 4th 
July, the Food Controller has made an Order permitting on 
2nd or 3rd July the slaughter of any beast, whether or not 
the Live Stock (Sales) Order has been complied with. As 
from 4th July the whole of that Order and all the other 
Orders which relate to the control of live stock and meat will 
be revoked, but it is proposed to continue for the present 
the existing maximum prices of chilled or frozen beef, mutton 
and lamb. 

Orders have also been made continuing from 4th July the 
existing requirements with regard to the registration of 
retail butchers and the licensing of slaughter houses. In 
view, however, of the liquidation of the provincial organisa- 
tion of the Meat Branch, applications for Certificates of 
Registration or Licences for slaughter houses must in future 
be made to the Divisional Food Commissioner of the Area 
in which the premises are situated. 
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The Food Controller also requires the Licensee of every 
slaughter house to make returns of cattle slaughtered. The 
object of this return is to ascertain the course of supplies of 
home-killed meat. Forms of return can be obtained from 
the Secretary, Statistical Branch, Ministry of Food, Palace 


Chambers, Westminster, S.W. 1. 





CLAIMS ON THE CENTRAL LIVE STOCK 
FUND. 

The Ministry of Food announce that in view of the ter- 
mination of the control of Live Stock on 3rd July, 1920, no 
charge incurred after that date will be recoverable from the 
Central Live Stock Fund. All claims in respect cf charges 
payable by the Central Live Stock Fund incurred prior to 
that date should be rendered to the local auctioneer, or 
other agent of the Central Live Stock Fund, to whom such 


‘ claims are normally forwarded, or else sent direct to the 


Secretary, Central Live Stock Fund, 100, Cromwell Road, 
London, $.W.7, not later than Saturday, 31st July, 1920. 
No claims received after that date will be entertained by 


the Fund. 





THE JAM SITUATION. 

The Food Controller has sent the following letter to a 
correspondent in reply to an enquiry as to the present 
position in regard to jam.— 

“The present situation with regard to stocks and prices 
of jam is unusually complex. So far as can be ascertained, 
supplies of the best quality jams made from last year’s fruit 
are very short. On the other hand, there are considerable 
stocks of the cheaper mixtures, and a large quantity of fruit 
pulp of various kinds with which these stocks can still 
further be augmented. The jam manufacturers and the dis- 
tributing trade therefore hold at the present moment stocks 
of jam the cost of production of which varies over a very 
wide margin, corresponding with the variations in the price 
of sugar during the last six months, which has risen by 
successive stages from 57s. 9d. to 66s. on 27th December 
last, to 114s. on 22nd March, 150s. on 19th April, and 160s. 
on 17th May, the price at which it now stands. The situa- 
tion has been further complicated by the fact that in addi- 
tion to the rationed distribution of Government sugar, 
manufacturers have had opportunities of purchasing on the 
open market limited quantities of sugar, imported on private 
account, the price of which has also been subject to fluctua- 
tions in accordance with the general movements of the sugar 
market. Under these circumstances it is not possible to 
state an average cost of production which might be taken 
as a basis on which current prices to the consumer could be 
calculated. Indeed, it may well be the case that whereas one 
manufacturer or retailer is justified, on the basis of the 
actual cost of production, in charging a comparatively high 
price for his jam, his neighbour, who has bought under 
more favourable conditions, may not be so justified. 

‘‘From figures collected by the Ministry ef Food, how- 
ever, it would appear that there are still in the hands of 
manufacturers, wholesalers, and retailers, sufficient stocks 
of the cheaper varieties of jam manufactured from low- 
priced sugar to satisfy normal demands in the immediate 
future. These stocks are not equally distributed among the 
various traders, but the returns suggest the conclusion that 
there is at the moment no justification for any general 
increase in the price of this grade of jam. 

‘‘When the full effect of the present price of sugar is felt 
there will, no doubt, be justification for a considerable 
advance on the old schedule prices. Before this, however, 
can be determined with any accuracy, the effect on the fruit 
market must be seen of the large importations of soft fruit 
which are expected from Holland. 

‘‘The soft fruit crop in the United Kingdom is somewhat 
below the average, and there is evidence that a few buyers 
are making unjustifiable efforts to secure more than their 
fair share, and that in some cases excessive prices are being 
demanded and obtained. Growers and buyers must under- 
stand that such unfair trading may render it necessary to 
re-impose maximum prices. Another factor in the situation 
is that Australian and South African jams are now on the 
market in considerable quantities.”’ 


GENERAL SECTION. 


NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY ACT: 
LICENCES. 


Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section 1, Sub- 
Section 7 of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act, 1918 
(7 and 8 Geo. 5, Ch. 67), and No. 11 of the Statutory Rules 
and Orders No. 265 of 1918 (Non-Ferrous Metal Industry), 
that Licences under the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





have been granted by the Board of Trade to the under- 

mentioned companies, firms or individuals :— 

Adams, George William, 15, Cope Street, Coventry. 

McKinlay, Swanwick and Company, Limited, 6, South 
Street, E.C. 2. 

Morgan, Grenfell and Company, 22, Old Broad Street, E.C.2. 

Phillips Brothers and Company, 64, Fulwood House, Fulwood 
Place, High Holborn, W.C. 1. 

Powell, Gibb and Taylor, Limited, 133-139, Finsbury Pave- 
ment, E.C. 2. 





COMMUNICATION BETWEEN CREDITORS AND 
DEBTORS OF BRITISH AND GERMAN 
NATIONALITY. 

Treaty oF Peace Orper, 1919. 

As a result of communications which have passed between 
the British and German Clearing Offices, the practicee 
regulating direct intercourse between British and German 
creditors and debtors upon the subject of their pre-war 
debts has been agreed upon, and the British Clearing Office, 
pursuant to Section 1 (ii) of the Treaty of Peace Order, 1919, 
hereby licenses such intercourse to the following extent, 

namely : — 

British creditors and debtors may communicate in 
writing with their German debtors and creditors direct 
with regard to pre-war debts or debts arising out of 
pre-war transactions or contracts, with the sole object of 
ascertaining the particulars of indebtedness between the 
parties, provided that no proposal or suggestion is made 
for the payment or settlement of such debts except 
through the Clearing Offices, and that the party so com- 
municating shall retain true copies of such communica- 
tions and the original replies thereto, and hand the same 
to the Controller on demand at any time. 

Any direct communication outside the scope of this licence 
is an offence punishable by fine, with or without imprison- 
ment. 

Dated the 24th day of June, 1920, 

(Signed) Ecrerton S. Grey, 
Controller. 
Clearing Office for Enemy Debts, 
Cornwall House, Stamford Street, 
London, S.E. 1. 





Commercia! Returns. 
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COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 


THE WEEKLY RETURN. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exporied 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week 
and 26 weeks ended 24th June, 1920 :— 








Week | Week 26 Weeks 
ended ended ended 
24th June, |24th June, ||24th June, 24th June, 

1920. 1920. 1920. 1920. 





ImMPoO)RTs. Exports. 


Bales. Bales. Bales. Bales. 











COMMERCIAL RETURNS—continueii. 





CORN PRICES. 

STATEMENT showing the average Price of British Corn per 
Quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as recei'ved from the 
Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 26th June, 1920, 
pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882 :— 





Average Price. 





- Wheat. 


d, . & | ©. 
9 | ‘ 64 
21 
19 
31 
30 
55 
46 
49 


Barley. 





5. 
Week ended 26th June, 1920 .. 78 
Corresponding week in— | 
1913 “ 33 
1914 .| 84 
1915 49 
1916 46 
1917 78 
1918 74 
1919 73 


ferret’) ti 
tet edet 
trretest 
Co wm 68 Go Or Pp 





* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returnea 
of purchases of British corn are made to the local inspector of Corn 
Returns in any other measure than the imperial bushel or by weight or 
by a weighed measure, that officer shall convert such returns into the 
imperial bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty imperial pounds for every 
bushel of wheat. fifty imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, and 
thirty-nine imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 





BOOKS, ETC., RECEIVED. 
Kelly’s Customs Tariffs of the World, 1920. 1 Vol. 

Published by Kelly’s Directories, Ltd., 182, High 
Holborn, London, W.C. 1. 

These important volumes reappear for the first time 
after the turmoil of the Great War. Their value to all 
firms engaged in world trade is well known and need not 
be emphasised here. 

The Directory of Merchants, Manufacturers and 
Shippers, which has now grown into two substantial 
volumes, in place of the pre-war one volume, contains 
information in English, French, German, Spanish, and 
Russian. Names of new territories appear in so far as. 
they have been settled by the Treaty, of Peace with 
Germany. The future of the countries which make up the 
old Ottoman Empire is, of course, still in abeyance. 

The volumes are intended for the use of merchants all 
over the world, and the headings throughout are given in 
Knglish and French, and in the commercial language of 
the country to which any particular section refers. In- 
formation relating to over 20,000 foreign and colonial 
cities and towns, and to a quarter of a million trade 
classifications is given. The indices, consisting of over 
400 pages, give some 150,000 names, and are so complete 
that by the use of the first index the pages relating to any 
individual place can be quickly ascertained, and by the 
use of the index to trades a merchant carrying on any 
particular trade at any particular place can be found 
with equal facility. 

The Directory of Customs Tariffs is probably the most 
complete volume of Customs Tariffs throughout the world 
that has been published in English. It has steadily risen 
from about 700 pages in 1905 to over 1,200 pages in the 
present year. Subject, of course, to very recent Tariff 





changes in various countries and the publication of new 
Tariffs, the volume is up-to-date. An alphabetical index 
to countries is included, and at the commencement of each 
tariff an alphabetical list of the chief items in it is given, 
showing under which number or category the duty levied 


19,925 | 1,890,726 3,624 | $6,170 
63.765 — 5,778 
97,912 1,080 | 43,159 

263 682 6,492 | 137,091 

186,2994 368 14,195 


American 
Brazilian .. — 
East Indian . 2,595 
Egyptian .. - 6,606 
Miscellaneous 8,661* 











Total .. 37,787 | 2,502,414 11,564 286,393 

















* Including 125 bales British West Indian. + Including 5,639 
bales British West Indian, 5,370 bales British West African, 
13,563 bales British East African, and 1,837 bales Foreign East 


African. 
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upon any particular article is to be found. 

fieports on Hides and Skins.—Indian Trade Enquiry of 
the Imperial Institute. Published by John Murray, Albemarle 
Strect, London, W.1. Price 6s. net. 

“The Standard” (Argentina). Diamond Jubilee Number. 
May, 1920. From the ‘‘Standard’’ Office, Buenos Aires. 
Copies may be obtained from Mr. Donald G. Begg, 812, Salis- 
bury House, London Wall, E.C. 2. 

This is a special edition of the ‘‘Standard” to com- 
memorate sixty years of pioneering work of the brains 
and the capital contributed by the British Empire and 
the United States of America in the Argentine Republic. 
Considerable space is devoted to facts and figures relating 
to the progress of the Argentine and the important 
co-operation rendered by British enterprise and capital. 
Reports on Oil Seeds.—Imperial Institute Indian Trade 

Enquiry. Published by John Murray, Albemarle Street, W. 
Price 6s. net. 

Trade and Allied Associations and Publications in New 
York City Classified.—Published by the Chamber of Com. 
merce of the State of New York. 
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